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INTRODUCTION 


Since the beginning of this decade, and particularly since 
1964, Eucharistic liturgies, either new or revised, have been 
appearing at a rapid rate. In this area of the Church's 
life, we would have to go back to the crucial decades of 
the sixteenth century to find a time approximating our 
own. If all the liturgies compiled or created since 1960 
were brought together into one volume, provided with an 
apparatus which would enable students of liturgy to make 
a detailed comparison of them and introduced by 
explanatory essays, they would make a very large volume. 
The purpose of this book is far less ambitious. It is 
simply to make available to those interested some of the 
liturgies recently published in North America and to 
facilitate comparisons of them, where such are desired, 
by putting them between the covers of one book rather 
than having them scattered through many books and 
pamphlets. There are also a few liturgies coming from 
individuals or small groups. This geographical limitation is 
due partly to the question of cost, partly to the fact that 
recent Anglican liturgies—some sixteen of these have 
appeared since 1964 and constitute a large percentage of 
the total number produced—have now appeared in one 
volume. The canons of the Mass included in this book are, 
of course, the English version of the Eucharistic prayers 
now in use throughout the Roman Catholic world. The 
approaching end of the sixties provides an opportunity 
for reflection on the direction that all this liturgiological 
activity has taken and also to consider what are the 
signposts, if any, on the road to the future. 


FACTORS IN THE RENEWAL OF LITURGY 


The Liturgical Movement, in origin related to the revival 
of interest in the Middle Ages that took place in the early 
nineteenth century, 15 frequently given as the cause of the 
present widespread interest in worship and liturgy. If we 
take this to mean that the renewal in liturgy has been 
influenced by the writings and activities of certain 
nineteenth century pioneers in this field and of their 
successors in the earlier decades of this century, then this 


is undoubtedly true. But it 15 highly unlikely that the 
efforts of these men would have had much result without 
the impetus of the movement towards unity in our own 
time. The centuries of suspicion following the 
Reformation, during which each denomination clung 
fiercely to its own traditions of worship and regarded all 
others as inferior—you worship God in your way and 

I'll worship him in his— would have effectively prevented 
their influence from spreading very far. It is the 
disappearance of much of this suspicion as a result of 
ecumenical conversation that has enabled some liturgical 
cross-fertilization to take place. Yet with all the ecumenical 
activity of the past fifty years, it was not until 1968 that 
the World Council of Churches, in its meeting at Uppsala, 
gave the subject of worship an important place on its 
agenda. That it waited until the fourth assembly to do 
this is in all probability due to an awareness of the 
sensitivities of its member churches in this area. 

Of no less importance is the disappearance of 
denominational bias in the interpretation of the bible. 
Objective scholarship has shown that positions once held 
with tenacity are no longer tenable. To give an illustration 
of the ways in which biblical studies have affected 
liturgical studies: Our greater knowledge of the cultural 
background of the bible has shown all of us that, because 
the evidence was not available in the sixteenth century, 
both Reformers and Counter-Reformers were equally 
wrong in the conclusions they drew from biblical 
references to sacrifice. A great many of the arguments on 
both sides are now seen to have been based on 
misunderstandings of the biblical texts. On the basis of 
our present knowledge, sacrifice can again become a word 
without pejorative overtones; it has recently been suggested 
that the concept of sacrifice 15 the best vehicle for a 
dynamic interpretation of worship.! 

The sacrificial aspect of worship was not the only place 
where the same mistake was made. It may indeed be said 
that the revolt against the evils of the system of worship 
developed by the mediaeval Western Church, necessary as 
it was, did not bring about a profound reformation of 
worship—unless we equate reformation and change—and 


that for two reasons. The main form of public worship 
that the Reformers knew was one in which the priest did 
and said practically everything and at which the 
congregation remained passive spectators. Instead of 
returning worship to the worshippers, the overall result of 
their reform of worship was to change the congregation 
from spectators to auditors. True enough, what the 
worshippers heard was in their own language, but one 
may be permitted to wonder how much of it was 
understood. Many of the sermons and homilies that have 
come down to us from that time must have been as far 
above the heads of the illiterate majority as the mediaeval 
Mass. Even where education was promoted and it was 
possible for the people to share vocally in worship, it was 
the exception rather than the rule for them to be given an 
important part. In their understanding of the role of the 
worshippers, the compilers of written liturgies were not 
different from those who rejected all written forms; the 
Anglican Prayer Book of 1552, for example, gave a more 
passive role to the congregation than did the Prayer Book 
of 1549. In other words, the individualistic worship of the 
Middle Ages continued in a new form. In the context of 
worship at least, Milton's stricture was right: New 
presbyter was old priest writ large. 

The second reason is related to the first. In making the 
changes in worship that they did, the Reformers thought 
that they were recovering the New Testament pattern of 
worship, or, at any rate, not doing anything which 
contradicted it. The former position was expressed in the 
phrase, *What is not ordered (i.e., in the New Testament) 
is forbidden,’ the latter in the words, “What is not 
forbidden is permitted." Unfortunately, a great deal of the 
liturgical material to be found in the New Testament— 
hymns, prayers, credal forms, etc.—was not recognized as 
such, and the parts that were recognized were frequently 
read through mediaeval eyes. The controversy that raged 
around the meaning of the words of our Lord at the Last 
Supper, after he had given thanks, is a case in point. In 
the mediaeval Mass, the whole of the eucharistic action 
was focused on the account of the Supper embedded in the 
Canon and certain ceremonies had developed to stress the 


moment when it was recited. The Reformers abolished 
the ceremonies but retained the theory of the absolute 
indispensability of the narrative of the Supper, going so 
far as to use it outside the context of a prayer. The theory 
of ‘consecration by formula’ which had grown up in the 
mediaeval church was not questioned in all the argument 
about the meaning of the words that the Lord had said 
after he had spoken a prayer of thanksgiving. If there is 
any theory of consecration in New Testament times, it is 
one of consecration by thanksgiving. *For everything 
created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it 
is received with thanksgiving; for then it is consecrated by 
the word of God and prayer’ (1 Timothy 4:4-5). This is 
borne out by the evidence we have from Jewish sources. 
Again, lack of knowledge led to faulty interpretations of 
the New Testament evidence.2 

Allowances can be made for lack of knowledge. The 
strange fact remains that men living in the sixteenth 
century sought to worship God in the language and 
thought forms of the first century. As we have seen, they 
did not succeed even if they thought they had. The one 
great gain was their use of the vernacular; from our 
vantage point we can see that this was not an unmixed 
blessing at the time. The church of the Counter- 
Reformation, in defense of tradition, retreated into a state 
of liturgical immobility; clinging to Latin was part of a 
defense mechanism but in the rising tide of nationalism in 
Europe this was at least a reminder that that continent 
had once been a religious and cultural unity. It was also a 
reminder of the supranational nature of Christianity at a 
time when citizenship was practically identified with 
membership in a national church. 


BASIC PATTERNS IN MODERN LITURGY 


When we turn to the liturgical revival of our own time, 
we find an openness to discussion of the issues which 
divided Christians at the time of the Reformation. The 
acceptance of the vernacular by the Roman Catholic 
Church is matched by the willingness of many Protestant 
Churches to experiment with written liturgical forms. 


Most churches now agree that worship should not be 
dominated by the priest or minister and that the 
congregation should be given a much greater share in it. 
It is increasingly widely held that the norm of Sunday 
worship should be the eucharist even if this principle 
cannot always be put into practice. Nobody would now 
dispute the necessity of a reform of the church's worship 
in the sixteenth century or defend the thesis that all the 
changes made then were good. The liturgies now being 
produced, no matter what the denomination from which 
they come, tend to have the same content, though the 
order may vary slightly and the particular stress of each 
may be different. In general, they consist of two or three 
bible readings followed by a Sermon, a Confession of 
Faith, Intercessory Prayer in litany form, and then the 
Eucharist in four swift actions of taking, blessing, breaking, 
giving. The place of the Confession of sin and the 
Absolution varies from rite to rite. In addition to this 
approximation of rites, churches which formerly had an 
elaborate ceremonial are moving towards simplicity and 
those which had little or none are adopting some stylized 
forms. Indeed, it is sometimes difficult, particularly in a 
church which has been built in the modern style, to tell 
from the worship to what denomination the worshippers 
belong. 

It is not surprising that this should be so. The influence 
of a Casel or a Guardini, a Dix or a von Allmen, is not 
confined to the part of the church to which he belongs. 
Members of liturgical commissions, no matter what their 
church, are reading many of the same books. With the 
members of their respective churches in mind, the 
commissions tend to move slowly and to incorporate only 
the ‘new’ elements which come from the New Testament 
or from early Christian worship. The statement of the 
Anglican bishops at Lambeth in 1958 that a chief aim of 
Prayer Book Revision should be to further the recovery of 
the worship of the Primitive Church is parallelled in the 
book of provisional services issued in 1966 by three 
Presbyterian Churches in the United States: ‘The language 
of worship rightly follows the language of Scripture.’ 

For both these churches it is clear that the authoritative 


models for worship are to be found only in the distant 
past; due to misunderstanding of the past, the Reformers 
were unable to recover the ideal of early Christian worship; 
it is out duty to complete the work which they began. 


THE TRADITIONAL AND THE RADICAL 


The irony of our situation is that another division is 
appearing in this very area where agreement is on the 
point of being reached or has already been reached by 
some. This division cuts across denominational lines and is 
more concerned with communicating the Gospel to people 
both inside and outside the church than it is with the 
Reformation issue of the grace of God in the church. 
Secularization bids fair to become as much of a fighting 
word in our time as Justification was in the sixteenth. 
century. 

For there are those who believe that it will no longer 
do to recover the past and refurbish our present forms of 
worship in the light of it. They claim that we need new 
models which take into account the fact of rapid change in 
our total environment and the effect that this change is 
having on us. The world of the sixteenth century was not 
radically different from the world into which Christianity 
was born; its culture was prescientific, its social structure 
was hierarchical, its manner of life strongly under the 
influence of religion. À man of the sixteenth century 
would have been much more at home in the first century 
than in our own; if the reform of worship in the sixteenth 
century was an attempt to return to the past instead of an 
adaptation to the needs of the time, it was not too serious 
a matter. To return to the past now would be folly 
or worse. 

Here are the makings of a first class dispute and it has 
not been long in coming. Books, book reviews, articles 
and correspondence in theological journals, speeches and 
pronouncements of church leaders, come down on one 
side or the other. The language is sometimes as hostile as, 
though it may be more polite than, the diatribes of 
religious controversialists of earlier times. 

The opposition to the demand for the radically new 


does not always spring from conviction. Sometimes it is 
based on nothing more than an emotional attachment to 
the familiar, sometimes on unwillingness to make the 
effort to accustom oneself to new ways. (This emotional 
reaction can be aroused even by conservative revisions of 
services long familiar). Those who argue out of conviction 
usually follow one or more of the following lines of 
argument: 1. The argument from experience. The old has 
proven itself invaluable to me and to countless others both 
in the present and 1n the past; it therefore must be 
retained or the loss to everybody would be incalculable. 

2. The argument from continuity. The radically new will 
cut us off almost completely from the past and furthermore 
is bound to be ephemeral; truly creative liturgical changes 
come to fruition over a long period of time. We also have 
a responsibility to the future, to hand on the tradition to 
those who come after us; an abrupt break with the past 
would make this task exceedingly difficult. 3. The 
theological argument. The revelation of God through 
Jesus Christ is enshrined for us in the bible and it is fitting 
that our worship, our response to that revelation, should 
be made in the language and thought forms of the bible. 

To this the advocate of radical change answers that his 
opponents have either not understood or not accepted the 
tremendous changes that have taken place and are still 
taking place in man no less than in his world. These 
changes have affected the ways in which man understands 
himself and the totality of his relationships: to the world 
of nature, to mankind past, present, and future, and to 
God. Because something was once 'true,' it does not 
follow that it is any longer 'true.' The present experience 
of man 15 so different from, and so much more varied than 
his experience in the past, that a large part of the world- 
view which Christian worship presupposes is incompre- 
hensible to him. To stress our continuity with the past 
instead of our discontinuity is to make our worship more 
and more irrelevant in the modern world. 

It is also a misreading of history to say that liturgical 
change comes slowly. The history of Christian worship is 
much more like a series of rapid thaws followed by long 
freezes. The transition from Jewish worship to Christian 


worship was a rapid one and the same is true of the change 
in the shape of the eucharist—in some areas, a genuine 
meal became a token meal in a few decades. The 
comparatively simple eucharist of the Christian house- 
church became a very elaborate ceremony between the end 
of the period of persecution and the year 375. And who 
would have said, when the sixteenth century opened, that 
before it was half over a great part of Europe would have 
repudiated a heritage of worship that in some countries 
went back a thousand years? In our own time, the change 
from Latin to the vernacular in the Roman Catholic 
Church has come with a rapidity that nobody would have 
imagined even ten years ago. It is difficult to say in what 
spirit these changes were accepted by the majority of 
worshippers in the past since the majority had no voice in 
the matter. The fact remains that they were made in a 
short time. But even if they had come slowly then, we 
could not use that as a precedent for our own time. In the 
past, all change came slowly. We cannot expect our 
worship to evolve slowly when everything else moves 

at a rapid pace. 


BIBLICAL IMAGERY AND THE MODERN WORLD 


The use of biblical language in worship is at first sight a 
more difficult issue to debate. From the first century until 
now it has had an important, indeed an indispensable 
place in worship. The great change in worshipping habits 
at the time of the Reformation was partly due to a 
re-discovery of the bible and the same is true of the 
liturgical revival in modern Catholicism. Its ways of 
thought and its language form the foundation of all 
written liturgies, from the third century down to the most 
recent one to be published. The prayers of the churches 
which have a tradition of an unwritten liturgy are, more 
often than not, a catena of quotations from it. How then 
can we abandon, not the reading of it in worship, (a 
liturgical act whose value few would dispute), but its use 
in liturgical prayer? 

To this the reply must be that we are now reaping the 
results of the failure in all the churches to bring into our 


worship the results of the work that has been done on the 
bible during the last two centuries. The ordinary 
worshipper when he uses or listens to a passage from the 
bible may well give it a meaning almost the opposite of its 
original meaning or it may not be possible for him to give 
it any meaning at all. If he knows something about 
biblical interpretation, he may have to do a kind of 
simultaneous translation, transposing one set of symbols 
into another as he goes along. To say or to hear something 
which has to be interpreted at the same time or 
immediately afterwards is to contradict the very nature of 
language. (This is not to say that a liturgy needs to be 
completely intelligible.) Our translations of the bible are 
sometimes at fault here, even when allowances are made 
for the great difficulties involved in interpreting the 
thought forms of an ancient culture. ል fear of moving too 
far from the literal translation of a sentence may result in 
its real meaning being missed. Examples of this are easy 
to come by. What is the best translation of the first half 
of the last petition in the Lord's Prayer: ‘Lead us not 

into temptation,’ or ‘Do not bring us to the test,’ or 

‘Do not bring us to hard testing’? There is general 
agreement among New Testament scholars that the 
central theme of the Lord's Prayer is the coming of the 
reign or rule of God. There is also general agreement that 
many Jews in the time of our Lord believed that the 
coming of God's rule would be preceded by a ‘time of 
troubles' in which the faith of men would be tested to the 
utmost. If it is this final time of testing to which the 
prayer refers, and we cannot accept the myth of a 
disintegration of this created order as a necessary prelude 
to the coming of God's kingdom, how can we interpret 
these words in order that we may say them with 
understanding: ‘Keep us from losing our faith in you’? 
‘Help us to stand firm in our times of testing’? Or in some 
other way? Certainly the literal English translation that 
we now use is inadequate. 

Or take another liturgical phrase: ‘Do this in 
remembrance of me.' The ordinary English meaning of the 
word ‘remembrance’ is a subjective recalling of a person 
who is absent or an event of the past. As more than one 


hymn shows, this meaning is sometimes given to the word 
in its liturgical setting. The biblical meaning of the word 

Is objective rather than subjective: the event or person 
becomes present to you instead of your remembering it or 
him. Is it not therefore closer to the intent of the original 
to say: ‘Whenever you do this, I will be present with you’? 

Sometimes a whole world of thought lies embedded in 
one word. It was taken for granted in the ancient world 
that blood was the most powerful disinfectant known, 
capable of removing the blight which fell upon a 
community when one of its members displeased the gods. 
It is therefore not surprising to find this concept of the 
cleansing power of blood or the allied concept of sacrifice 
used by biblical writers when they are trying to describe 
the experience of forgiveness. How many people today, at 
least in the Western world, believe that blood has this 
potency? Having abandoned the concept, why do we still 
cling to the word? 

This raises the difficult problem of the so-called Words 
of Institution of the eucharist: ‘This is my body’; ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood.’ Apart from the 
serious differences to be found among modern New 
Testament scholars about the meaning or even the 
occurrence of the Last Supper in the form given in the 
New Testament texts, a literal translation of the words 
attributed to Jesus at the Last Supper hardly conveys 
what they meant at that time and place. To persist in 
using them as if they were a sine qua non of a valid 
eucharist 15 to give them a potency which borders on 
magic. Must we not either abandon them or find a way of 
interpreting them which conveys to us in our cultural 
milieu the depth of meaning they had for the first 
generations of Christians? 

So far we have spoken of the words of the liturgy. 

But the actions of the liturgy and the material things that 
are used in the actions are no less important ; indeed, they 
are more important. While modern man does not reject 
symbols or symbolic actions as such, he does reject those 
whose meaning escapes him. With the best will in the 
world, it is impossible for him to see a meal, to say 
nothing of a banquet, in a morsel of bread and a sip of 


wine. With his habit of frequent baths, he finds it difficult 
to see cleansing, to say nothing of a death and resurrection, 
symbolized by the sprinkling of a few drops of water on 
the forehead. Instead of maximizing our words, our 
symbolic actions minimize them; we have weakened 
considerably the power of a symbol to embody what it 
represents and at the same time point towards what 

it represents. 

This sums up, I hope not unfairly, the positions of 
both sides in the dispute. The traditionalist answer to the 
problems raised by the other side is that liturgy is not for 
the uninitiated. If a person wishes to enter into the fulness 
of the Christian heritage, he must be prepared to ‘learn 
the songs of Sion.' In order to come to an adequate 
understanding of what he says and does in Christian 
worship, he must be prepared to wrestle with the long 
tradition which has attached itself to the words and 
actions of the liturgy. It 15 only in the context of prayer, 
worship, and study that the tradition will come to life 
for him. 

There is no denying that this can happen; many of us, 
perhaps all of us, know people to whom it has happened. 
The authorized liturgies in this book would appear to 
assume that it is the normal way for it to happen. 
Whether the liturgy is one that is strictly prescribed or is 
put forward as a guide to worship which only recommends 
structure and content, it appears to take for granted that 
there will be a long period of Christian nurture or a 
course in adult education before a person can enter fully 
into its meaning. Those which are written 1n contemporary 
English contain many words and phrases that only the 
instructed would understand. 

This is not to decry them in any way. For the many 
who are still attached to the traditional or for those who 
do not want to move too far away from it, these liturgies 
are highly acceptable. They do not, however, meet the 
needs of those who are concerned with the present and 
who want to work out in the here and now a way of 
worship which belongs to the here and now, not only in 
the language that is used but also in the ideas that find 


expression in the language and in the manner in which the 
actions are performed. This latter group sees no reason 
why membership in the church should force them to move 
back through the centuries when they wish to share in an 
act of worship. ‘Why,’ they say, ‘should I have to address 
God in the way in which ancient kings were addressed, as 
many prayers expect me to do, or try to understand what 
God did in Christ in terms of a social system which died 
centuries ago?’ It must be admitted that they do not have 
much freedom of choice in the matter, worship in most 
churches still being much of a clerical preserve, and 
renewal being largely concerned with a recovery of the 
past. In the words of the late Romano Guardini: ‘Instead 
of talking about renewal, ought we not to consider how 
best to celebrate the sacred mysteries so that modern man 
can grasp their meaning through his own approach 

to truth?’3 


MODERN MAN’S APPROACH TO TRUTH 


His approach is, first of all, highly experimental. Men 
today are seldom prepared to accept anything simply on 
another’s say-so, no matter how expert the other may be. 
They wish to see the statement examined or the suggestion 
put to the test and evaluated before it is accepted. There 
is a growing awareness of this among those who are now 
responsible for preparing forms of worship but it has rot 
yet gone far enough. Many so-called experimental liturgies 
are in reality trial liturgies. Variations are allowed within 
an existing structure but the structure itself still remains 
fairly rigid. What in some ways is a greater flaw is that 
the ‘raw material’ of the experiment comes from the top 
downwards instead of the reverse, and it is the highly 
exceptional person at the top who knows what is an 
authentic expression of experience for the person 

‘down below.’ 

Secondly, it is participatory. From the student who 
wishes to share in the government of the university to the 
researcher who calls in his assistants for a ‘skull session,’ 
all are agreed that truth comes through the meeting of 


many minds rather than from the study of the solitary 
thinker. It is not enough to be able to pass a verdict on 
the result produced by the expert or experts. À share in 
the process by which the decisions are made in the first 
place is no less important. 

This participation is on the level of the total person, 
not on the level of intellect alone. One does not have to 
agree with all the opinions of Marshal McLuhan, but he is 
surely right in saying that the approach to knowledge in 
the age of electronics is very different from that of the age 
of print. It demands a different kind of logic. To quote 
Guardini again: °... modern man needs more than mere 
talk, intellectual explanations and formal organizing. 

The faculties of looking, doing, and shaping must be 
fostered and included in the formative act.'4 

Thirdly, it is aware of the influence of cultural factors 
in our understanding of reality. A technological culture is 
now spreading across the world but by a curious inversion 
people are now divided into more sub-cultures than they 
were before the advent of technology. The difference 
between the outlook of the villager and the city-dweller in 
1800 was almost non-existent when compared with the 
difference between the present-day slum dweller and the 
suburbanite or between the person in the highrise 
apartment and the farmer. 

When we add to these considerations the human need 
for personal encounter in the faceless cities that are filling 
up more and more of the landscape, it must be admitted 
that the liturgies we have produced up to now and the 
manner in which we have produced them do not take 
these factors into consideration very much. We draw up a 
liturgy and expect it to be used and understood equally by 
people in a slum or a suburb, in a small country church 
or in a large industrialized area. We are largely concerned 
with words, hoping that people will become involved by 
what they hear. By the directions we give for the 
celebration of worship, we take it for granted that one or 
only a few people will be responsible for its proper 
performance. In sum, we are oriented to a past culture 
rather than to the sub-cultures of our own time. Instead 


of one liturgy which may be used by a wide variety of 
congregations, what we need is, in the phrase of William 
Birmingham, 'a wild plurality of liturgies,' for all sorts 
and conditions of groups. The future job of liturgical 
commissions would appear to be not to draw up liturgies, 
but to make suggestions, to provide material which a 
local group may or may not use, and, in general, to 
encourage all who are interested to involve themselves in a 
‘do-it-yourself’ liturgy.5 The results of these experiments 
could be fed into the more traditional liturgies which 
doubtless will be used wherever the church is still strong 
enough numerically and financially to have large buildings 
or could be used as guide-lines for worship when larger 
numbers of people meet together on festival days. Small- 
group liturgies need informality and intimacy; large-group 
liturgies have, of necessity, to be more impersonal and 
formal. But there is no reason why the latter may not be 
enriched by the former. 

There are times when one wonders why the secular 
world presents its faith in ways which communicate so 
much more authentically than the church and why we are 
still so verbally oriented when we know that non-verbal 
communication is frequently much more effective. In the 
late fall of 1968, Maurice Bejart's Ballet du XXe Siécle 
presented his ‘Messe pour le Temps Présent' in Montreal's 
Place des Arts. The ballet attempts to depict the 
hopelessness of man and the futility of life, a sort of 
Theatre of the Absurd in dance form. ል newspaper 
critic wrote the next day: ‘The performance ended. The 
house lights went on. But nobody left. The dancers 
remained seated on the stage. The public remained seated 
in the hall. From time to time waves of applause rose from 
the audience. Spectators began to move about. Few left. 
During a moment of relative silence a young voice from 
one of the balconies cried, ‘Merci.’ The Mass returns to 
the original function of the stage. It communicates. 

It communicates so strongly that the spectator, any 
spectator (whatever his degree of knowledge or ignorance 
of the arts) is liable to find himself making all kinds of 
interior personal decisions as a result 6 


If out of futility, resolution can come, how much more 
should it come from hope? 'By their fruits you will 
know them.’ 
JOHN C. KIRBY 
Montreal 
December 14, 1968 


1. WORSHIP, August-September, 1968, p. 406. 

2. G. A. Michell, EUCHARISTIC CONSECRATION IN THE 
PRIMITIVE CHURCH, London, 1948, gives a short but 
excellent account of this theory. 

3. Herder Correspondence, Vol. 1, Special Issue, p. 26. 

4. Ibid. 

5. The Anglican Church of Canada in a booklet 
EXPERIMENT AND LITURGY, Toronto, 1969, attempts to 
deal with this issue. 

6. Montreal Star, Nov. 4, 1968. 
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CONSULTATION ON CHURCH UNION 


In April 1962, representatives of four American churches: 
The United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., The 
Protestant Episcopal Church, The Methodist Church, and 
The United Church of Christ met in Washington, D.C., 
to constitute the Consultation on Church Union. Since 
that time six other churches have joined the Consultation. 
Two of the ten—the Evangelical United Brethren Church 
and the Methodist Church—now form the United 

. Methodist Church. The other member churches are: 
African Methodist Episcopal, African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion, Christian Methodist Episcopal, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), Presbyterian in the United States. 
The purpose of the Consultation is well summed up in a 
sentence from the ‘Principles of Church Union,’ adopted 
at the 1966 meeting and sent on to the member churches 
for study and comment: ‘We resolve to attempt, under 
God, a more inclusive expression of the oneness of the 
Church of Christ than any of the participating churches 
can suppose itself alone to be.’ 

The liturgy which the Commission on Worship drew 
up for the Consultation is not designed as a ‘definitive 
service to be imposed upon the uniting churches of the 
Consultation as a condition of their reunion,’ but as one 
of the instruments to help the reunion cause forward. 

It will not replace the liturgies now being used by the 
member churches but may be used, after due authorization, 
by worshipping groups drawn from one or more of them. 
A commentary accompanies the text in the booklet in 
which it was published. (Available at $ .25 per copy 

from Forward Movement Publications, 412 Sycamore 
Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202) 
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An Order of Worship for the Proclamation of 
the Word of God and the Celebration of the 
Lord's Supper 


THE PREPARATION 


THE GREETING 


All standing 
On Easter Day and other Sundays and festivals: 
1. Minister ALLELUIA! Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 


Or this: 


2. Minister THE GRACE of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God the Father, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People Amen. 


Or this: 


3. Minister GRACE to you and peace from him 
who is and who was and who is to come, 
and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, 
the firstborn of the dead. 
To him who loves us 
and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 
and made us a kingdom, 
and priests to his God and Father: 

People To him be glory and dominion for ever and 

ever, Amen. 


After the Greeting may be said: 
Minister THE LORD be with you. 
People And with you also. 


Minister Let us pray. 


ALMIGHTY God, to you all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from you no secrets are 


People 


hidden. Cleanse and inform our hearts and 
minds by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may truly love you and worthily praise 
your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 


AN ACT OF PRAISE 
All standing 


A Hymn or Psalm of Praise may be sung, or one 
of the following ancient Canticles of the Church: 


. Gloria in excelsis 


GLORY to God in heaven: 
peace and grace to his people on earth. 


We praise you for your great glory, 
We worship you, we give you thanks, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father. 


Lord Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, 

Lord God, only Son of the Father, 

you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us. 

You sit at the right hand of the Father: 
hear our prayer. 


You alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit 

in the glory of the Father. Amen. 


. Te Deum laudamus 


WE PRAISE you, O God; we acclaim you the Lord. 
All creation worships you, everlasting Father. 
To you the angels and all the powers of heaven, 
to you cherubim and seraphim continually cry 
out: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God almighty, 

heaven and earth are full of your power and 
glory. 


The glorious band of apostles praise you. 

The worthy company of prophets praise you. 
The martyr-hosts in white array praise you. 

The holy Church throughout the world worships 
you, 

Father of infinite majesty, 

true and only Son, 

and Holy Spirit, the Advocate. 


You, O Christ, are King of glory, 

the Father's everlasting Son. 

When you became man to deliver him, 

you did not spurn the Virgin's womb. 

When you overcame the sting of death, 

you opened the realms of heaven to all believers. 
You sit at God's right hand, in the glory of the 
Father. 

You will come and be our Judge. 


Come, then, Lord, and help your people, 
whom you redeemed with your own blood. 
Grant us with your saints to share 

in everlasting glory. 


AN ACT OF PENITENCE 


THE BIDDING 
All Standing 


Lb. 


Minister GOD is light and in him is no darkness at all. 
If we say we have fellowship with him 
while we walk in darkness, 
we lie and do not live according to the 
truth. 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, 

we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 
from all sin. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 


If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, 
and will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 


Or this: 2. 


THE LORD our God keeps covenant and mercy 
with those who love him and keep his 
commandments. 

We have sinned and done wrong, 

we have acted willfully and rebelled 

against him, 

by turning aside from his precepts and 

laws. 

We have not listened to his servants the 
prophets who speak in his name. 

Yet to the Lord our God belong mercy and 
forgiveness, 

though we have rebelled against him, 

and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord 
our God 

by following his laws, which he set before us 
by his servants the prophets. 


Or this: 3. 


You who truly and sincerely repent of your 
sins, 

and are in love and charity with your 
neighbors, 

and intend to live a new life, 

by following the commandments of God, 
and walking in his holy ways: 

Draw near with faith, 

and make your humble confession to 
almighty God, 

now in the presence of his Church, 

that you may be reconciled to him anew, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Then the Minister may add: 


Let us humbly confess our sins to God, our 
heavenly Father. 


Minister 
and 
People 


Or this: 


THE CONFESSION 
All kneeling 


1 


HAVvE mercy upon us, O God, 
according to your loving-kindness. 
According to your abundant mercy 
blot out our transgressions. 

Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, 
and cleanse us from our sin. 

Create in us a clean heart, O God, 
and renew in us a right spirit. 

Cast us not away from your presence, 
and take not your holy Spirit from us. 
Restore to us the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold us with a willing spirit. 


2 


- ۰ 


Most holy and merciful Father, 

we confess to you and to one another, 

and to the whole communion of saints in 
heaven and earth, 

that we have sinned against you 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole 
heart and mind and strength, 

We have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves, 

We have not had in us the mind of Christ, 
We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

You alone know how often we have sinned 
and grieved you, 

by wasting your gifts, 

by wandering from your ways, 

by forgetting your love. 

Forgive us, we pray you, most merciful 
Father, and free us from our sin. 

Renew in us again the grace and strength of 
your Holy Spirit, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son our 
Savior. Amen. 


Or this: 


Minister 


9: 


ALMIGHTY and gracious God, Creator and 
Judge of all men, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

We acknowledge and confess our many sins 
which we have committed by thought, 
word, and deed, 

against you and our neighbors. 

Have mercy on us for the sake of your Son 
our Savior. 

Forgive us all our sins and offences, 

and strengthen us by your Holy Spirit: 
That we may hereafter love and serve you in 
newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


A DECLARATION OF PARDON 
The Minister standing 
1 


GOD shows his love for us in that while we 
were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us. 

If any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come. 

All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself. 

If any one does sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, 

Jesus Christ the righteous; 

and he is the expiation for our sins, 

and not for ours only, but also for the sins 
of the whole world. 


ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who 
of his great mercy has promised forgiveness 
of sins to all those who turn to him with 
true repentance and sincere faith: Have 
mercy upon you. Pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins. Confirm and strengthen 


Or this: 


Or this: 


Minister 


People 


you in all goodness, and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


2 


THE ALMIGHTY and merciful Lord grant you 
true repentance, forgiveness of all your sins, 

time for amendment and newness of life, and 
the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 


3: 


ALMIGHTY God have mercy upon you, forgive 
you all your sins, 
and bring you to everlasting life. Amen. 


Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
forgive you all your sins, 
and bring you to everlasting life. Amen. 


A Doxology or response of praise may be sung 
or said. 


THE PROCLAMATION 
OF THE WORD OF GOD 


The People seated 

Persons appointed may read: 
AN OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
A NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 


After each lesson, a Hymn, Psalm, Anthem, or Re- 
sponsive Reading may be sung or said. 

Then the Minister appointed shall read a lesson 
from 


THE GOSPEL 
All standing 


After which follows: 


THE SERMON 
At the conclusion of the Sermon, there may follow: 


Minister 


l. 


Minister 
and 
People 


An Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

The Ministration of Baptism 

and Reception of new Members into the Church 
A Hymn 

The Apostles’ or Nicene Creed, or some other 
authorized 


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
All standing 


LET us profess before God and one 
another our common faith. 


The Apostles’ Creed 


I BELIEVE in God, the Father, the Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate; 

he was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He went to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again, 

entered into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life eternal. Amen. 


The Nicene Creed 


WE BELIEVE in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 

We believe in the one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

Son of the Father from all eternity, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from 


10 


true God, begotten, not made, 

one in being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation he came from 
heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became 
man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 

he suffered, died, and was buried. 

He arose on the third day 

in fulfillment of the Scriptures. 

He entered into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life; 

he proceeds from the Father [and the Son]. 
Together with the Father and the Son 

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
Church, 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins, 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 


THE PEACE 
Minister and People shall exchange the greeting of 
Peace: 


Minister THE PEACE of the Lord be always with you. 


People 


And with you also. 


THE PRAYERS 

The Minister or some Person appointed shall lead 
the People in the following petitions and interces- 
sions (the People standing or kneeling). 
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Or the Minister may offer at his discretion a 
Pastoral Prayer. 


IN PEACE, in the peace of God from above, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

For the peace of the whole world; and for the 
peace, unity, and faithful service of the churches 
of God in this and every land. 


Hear us, O Lord. 


For all Christian people, their ministers and 
teachers, that by word and example they may 
bring many to faith and obedience in Christ. 


Hear us, O Lord. 


For those in authority among the nations (and 
especially for the President, the Congress, and 
the Supreme Court of the United States), that 
they may govern with justice and promote peace 
and unity among all men. 


Hear us, O Lord. 


For all on whose labor we depend, especially 
those whose duty brings them into danger, that 
they may have courage and strength to serve the 
common good. 


Hear us, O Lord. 


For those who seek out knowledge, and guide 
our thought; for those who help us laugh and 
play, that truth and beauty may give joy to 
daily life. 


Hear us, O Lord. 


For all who suffer: the poor and lonely, the sick 
and afflicted, the tempted and the bereaved; for 
prisoners, and those who are oppressed, or 
persecuted, that they may be strengthened and 
delivered. 


Hear us, O Lord. 
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For those who are enemies of the gospel of 
Christ, and who wrong their fellow men, that 
they may be reconciled. 


Hear us, O Lord. 


For the dying, that they may rise to eternal life; 
and for the departed, that they may rest in 
peace. 


Hear us, O Lord. 


Here may be given opportunity for members of 
the congregation to ask the prayers of the People 
for any special needs. 


The Minister may proceed: 
Let us commit ourselves, one with another, to 
our God. 


Lord, have mercy. 


Let us ask of the Lord brotherly love by the 
help of his Holy Spirit, and for each one of us 
the grace of a holy life. 


Lord, have mercy. 


Let us remember before God all who are near 

and dear to us, those present and those absent, 
that we may love and serve one another in the 
bond of Christ. 


Lord, have mercy. 


Let us pray for our community (and nation), 
that in all things we may be honest and just, and 
free from prejudice, bitterness, strife, and fear. 


Lord, have mercy. 

Let us recall in thanksgiving those who have 
died in the faith. May God give them the crown 
of life in the day of resurrection, and judge them 


worthy with the righteous to enter into the joy 
of their Lord. 


Lord, have mercy. 
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People 


Minister 


Let us give thanks for all his servants and 
witnesses of times past: 

Abraham, the father of believers, 

Moses, Samuel, Isaiah and all the prophets, 
John the Baptist, the forerunner, 

Mary, the mother of our Lord, 

Peter and Paul and all the apostles, 

Stephen the first martyr and all the martyrs and 
saints, in every age and in every land. 


Lord, have mercy. 


May the Lord God in his mercy give us with 
them hope in his salvation, and in the promise of 
eternal life in his Kingdom. 


Lord, have mercy. 
The Minister may conclude: 


HEAVENLY Father, you have promised to hear 
what we ask in the name of your Son. We pray 
you, accept and fulfill our petitions, not as we 
ask in our ignorance and unworthiness, nor as 
we deserve 1n our sinfulness, but as you know 
and love us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


THE LORD'S SUPPER 


THE OFFERTORY 


All standing 


Beloved in Christ, the Gospels tell us that on 
the first day of the week, the same day on which 
our Lord rose from the dead, he appeared to his 
disciples in the place where they were gathered, 
and was made known to them in the breaking of 
bread. 

Come then to the joyful feast of the Lord. 

Let us prepare his table with the offerings of our 
life and labor. 
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Minister 


People 
Minister 
People 


Or this: 
Minister 


People 


People 


Minister 


People 


During the Offertory, a Hymn, Psalm, or Anthem 
may be sung. Or the Minister or some Person 
appointed may read appropriate sentences from 
the Scriptures. 

Representatives of the congregation will receive 
and bring to the table the gifts of bread and wine, 
and other offerings of the People. 

At the Presentation, a Doxology may be sung, or 
one of the following : 


E 


O LORD, yours is the greatness and the power, 
and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: 


For all that 1s in heaven and in earth is yours. 
Yours is the Kingdom, O Lord, 
And you are exalted as head above all. 


2 

YOU are worthy, our Lord and God, to 

receive glory and honor and power, 

For you have created all things, and by your will 
they exist and were created. 


3: 
Or the Minister may offer a brief prayer, or the 
following : 


HEAVENLY Father, may the Lord Jesus Christ, 
our great High Priest, be present with us 

as he was among his disciples, and make him- 
self known to us in the breaking of the bread 
and the sharing of the cup. To you be praise 
and glory with your Son our Savior, and the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. 


Amen. 


THE THANKSGIVING 


All standing 
The Lord be with you. 
And with you also. 
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Minister 
People 
Minister 
People 


Minister 


Minister 
and 
People 


Minister 


LIFT up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It 15 truly right so to do. 


WE GIVE you thanks, holy Father, almighty and 
eternal God, always and everywhere, through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, by whom you 
made the world and all things living and 
beautiful. 

We bless you for your continual love and care 
for every creature. We praise you for forming 
us in your image, and calling us to be your 
people. Though we rebelled against your love, 
you did not abandon us in our sin, but sent to 
us prophets and teachers to lead us into the way 
of salvation. 

Above all, we give you thanks for the gift of 
Jesus your only Son, who 15 the way, the truth, 
and the life. In the fullness of time he took 
upon himself our nature; and by the obedience 
of his life, his suffering upon the cross, and his 
resurrection from the dead, he has delivered us 
from the way of sin and death. 

We praise you that he now reigns with you in 
glory and ever lives to pray for us. We thank 
you for the Holy Spirit who leads us into truth, 
defends us in adversity, and unites us out of 
every people in one holy Church. 

Therefore with the whole company of saints 
in heaven and on earth, we worship and glorify 
you, God most holy, and we sing with joy: 


፲0፤ኘ, holy, holy Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Glory be to you, O Lord most High. 


People may kneel 


Hoty Father, most glorious and gracious 
God, we give you thanks that our Savior Jesus 
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Minister 
and 
People 


Minister 


Minister 
and 
People 


Christ, before he suffered, gave us this memorial 
of his sacrifice, until his coming again: 

For in the night when he was betrayed, he 
took bread. And when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said: 

“Take, eat: This is my body which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the 
same way also after supper, he took the cup. 
And when he had given you thanks, he gave it 
to them and said: » 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the 
New Covenant, which is poured out for you and 
many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 


His death, O God, we proclaim. 
His resurrection we declare. 

His coming we await. 

Glory be to you, O Lord. 


HEAVENLY Father, show forth among us the 
presence of your life-giving Word and Holy 
Spirit, to sanctify us and your whole Church 
through these holy mysteries. Grant that all who 
share the communion of the Body and Blood of 
our Savior Jesus Christ may be one in him, and 
remain faithful in love and hope until that 
perfect feast with him in Joy in his eternal 
Kingdom. 


GRACIOUS Father, accept with favor this our 
sacrifice of praise, which we now present with 
these holy gifts. We offer to you ourselves, 
giving you thanks for calling us to your service, 
as your own people, through the perfect offering 
of your Son Jesus our Lord; 

By whom and with whom and in whom, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory 
be to you, Father almighty, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Minister 


Minister 
and 
People 


Minister 


People 


Minister 


People 


Minister 
People 


Minister 


As our Savior Christ has taught us, we dare to 
say: 


OUR Father in heaven: 

Holy be your Name, 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us 1n the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For yours 15 the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen. 


THE BREAKING OF BREAD 


After a period of silence, the Ministers shall break 
the bread and pour the wine in preparation for 

the Communion, during which time the following 
may be said or sung: 


THE BREAD which we break, 
is it not a sharing in the Body of Christ? 


Because there 15 one bread, 
we who are many are one body, 
for we all partake of the one bread. 


The wine which we drink, 
is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? 


The cup which we bless 
is the communion in the blood of Christ. 


THE COMMUNION 


Before the Minister and people receive the 
elements, the following may be said or sung: 


ALLELUIA. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 


Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 


18 


People Hosanna in the highest. 
Minister The gifts of God for the people of God. 


Then shall be said, either to the whole congrega- 
tion or to each individual communicant, by the 
Minister who gives the bread: 


THE BODY of Christ, the bread of heaven. 


And by the Minister who gives the wine: 


THE BLOOD of Christ, the cup of salvation. 


During the Communion time, silence may be kept, 
or Hymns, Psalms, and Anthems may be sung. 


AN ACT OF PRAISE 
All standing 


A Hymn or Psalm or Doxology may be sung, 
or this Canticle: 


Nunc dimittis 


LORD, now let your servant depart in peace, 
according to your word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared before the face of all 
people, 

To be a light for the Gentiles, 

and the glory of your people Israel. 


And the Minister and People may say this Prayer 
of Thanksgiving: 


ALMIGHTY and everliving God, we give you 
thanks for receiving our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, and for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the body and blood of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Strengthen us ever with 
your Holy Spirit, that we may serve you in 

faith and love, by word and deed, until we come 
to the joy of your eternal Kingdom; through 

the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
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Minister 
People 
Minister 
People 


Minister 


People 


Or this: 
Minister 


People 


Or this: 
Minister 


People 
Minister 


People 


reigns with you and the same Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. Amen. 


THE DISMISSAL 
All standing 
Then shall the People be sent forth to their life 


and witness in the world, as follows: 

ib 

Depart in peace. 

In the name of the Lord. 

Serve the Lord in gladness. 

Thanks be to God. 

May God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit bless you, now and always. 
Amen. 
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Go out into the world in peace. Be strong and 
of good courage. Hold fast what is good. Love 
and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 


Amen. 


3. 


THE PEACE of God which passes all 
understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord: 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always. 


Amen. 
Go 18 peace, to love and serve the Lord. 


Thanks be to God. 


When all have received the Communion, the 
Minister shall consume or otherwise reverently 
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dispose of all that remains of the elements which 
have been blessed, either after the Communion or 
at the conclusion of the service. 

The Minister may also reserve such bread and 
wine as may be needed for the Communion of the 
sick and of others who are necessarily hindered 
from being present with the people. 


Copyright 1968 by the Executive Committee 
of the Consulation on Church Union. 
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


The Standing Liturgical Commission of the Episcopal 
Church came into existence when the General Convention 
of that church accepted the revision of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer (the second since 1789) proposed in 1928. At 
the beginning, its main task was to consider and to pre- 
serve all liturgical materials sent to it until such time as 
another revision became necessary. In 1949, the four 
hundredth anniversary of the First Book of Common 
Prayer, General Convention authorized the Commission to 
publish a series of Prayer Book Studies in which the 
results of its work would be given to a wider public. 
Seventeen of these Studies have now appeared. The 
fourth (1953), on the Eucharistic Liturgy, not only pro- 
posed a new liturgy but also gave an excellent account of 
the total background against which it was compiled. The 
liturgy itself was not authorized for use but comment and 
criticism were invited. The communications received led 
the Commission to conclude that the 1953 liturgy would 
not win wide acceptance. Accordingly, in 1960, a fresh 
start was made. 

In 1966, in Prayer Book Studies XVII, The Liturgy of 
the Lord's Supper, The Celebration of Holy Eucharist and 
Ministration of Holy Communion, to give it its full title, 
appeared. It was authorized for experimental use in the 
following year by General Convention. As in Study IV, a 
rationale of the rite 15 provided. 
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The Liturgy of the Lord's Supper 
The Celebration of Holy Eucharist and 
Ministration of Holy Communion 


4 Psalm or Hymn may be sung during the 
Entrance of the Ministers. The Priest or Minister 
appointed shall say, 


Priest Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 


People And blessed be his Kingdom, now and forever. 
Amen. 


Priest Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Priest Our Lord Jesus Christ says, 
or The first commandment is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: 
Deacon The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 
The second is like it, “You shall love your neigh- 
bor as yourself.’ There is no other command- 
ment greater than these. On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets. 


Ae 


Then this Hymn may be sung or said, 


Kyrie eleison. 
Christe eleison. 
Kyrie eleison. 


Or: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 


Or this: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, 
Have mercy upon us. 


Here, when appointed, shall be sung or said the 
Hymn, 


Gloria In Excelsis 


Glory be to God on high: 

and on earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, 
we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy 
great glory. 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 
Almighty. 


O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ: 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
who takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 


Thou who takest away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer. 

Thou who sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father, 

have mercy upon us. 


For Thou only art holy, 

Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 


Or the 
Hymn: Te Deum Laudamus 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 


Then the Priest shall say, 


The Lord be with you 
And with your spirit. 
Let us pray. 


THE COLLECT 


The People shall be seated for the following 
Lessons. 


THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 


THE EPISTLE 


The person who reads the Lesson (if there be 
one appointed) and the Epistle shall stand in a 
pulpit or some other suitable place, and face the 
People, first saying, 


The Word of God, 
written in the Book of. 





written in the Epistle 





After the Lesson and after the Epistle, a Psalm or 
Hymn may be sung. 


THE GOSPEL 


Then, all the People standing, the Deacon (or a 
Priest) shall face the People and read the Gospel 
from a pulpit or some other suitable place, first 
saying, 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, according to Saint 





And the People shall say, 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 


After the Gospel, the People shall say, 
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 


Then follows THE SERMON 
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On all Sundays and festivals, there follows, the 
People standing, 


THE NICENE CREFD 


We believe in one God 

the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of the Father before all worlds: 
God, of God: Light, of Light: Very God, of 
very God: 

begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 


and through whom all things were made: 
Who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven, 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
Virgin Mary, 

and was made man: 

And was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered and was buried: 

And the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures: 

And ascended into heaven, 

and 15 seated at the right hand of the Father: 
And he shall come again, with glory, 

to judge both the living and the dead; 

his kingdom shall have no end. 


And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord: 
The Giver of Life, 

proceeding from the Father: 

Who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshipped and glorified; 

who spoke by the Prophets. 

And we believe in one holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church; 
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We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins: 

And we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 


Here on occasions, and as appointed, follows: 
THE PENITENTIAL ORDER 


Then the Priest and People shall exchange one 
with another 


THE PEACE 


The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And with your spirit. 


After which, the Deacon or Priest, or some 
person appointed, shall lead the People in 


THE PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 


In Peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

For the peace from above, for the salvation of 
mankind: that righteousness, mercy, and truth 
may prevail among all peoples and nations, 


Hear us, good Lord. 

For the well-being of thy holy Catholic Church 
in every place: that thou wilt confirm it in the 
truth of thy holy Word, and grant to all 
Christians to live in unity, love, and concord, 


Hear us, good Lord. 

For Bishops and other Ministers, especially for 
N., our Presiding Bishop, N (N)., our Bishop (s), 
and those who serve thee in this place: that 

both by their life and teaching, they may set 
forth thy true and life-giving Word, and 
faithfully administer thy holy Sacraments, 


Hear us, good Lord. 


For all who bear authority in this and every 
land, and especially for the President of the 


29 


United States [or, of this nation]: that in thy 
holy fear they may govern the peoples in wisdom, 
justice, and peace, 


Hear us, good Lord. 


For all who spread the Gospel among the 
nations, and who minister to the suffering, the 
friendless, and the needy: that they may have 
strength and courage to fulfill thy holy will, 


Hear us, good Lord. 


For all who labor in commerce and industry, 
especially those whose work is dangerous or 

or burdensome; for all who are engaged in the 
arts and sciences, and those who teach and study 
in schools of good learning; for all who keep 
house and train children: that they may be 
worthy of their calling to serve thee and their 
fellow men, 


Hear us, good Lord. 


For those who farm the fields and tend the 
woods; for all who gather the harvest of the 
lands and of the waters; and for our faithful use 
of thy creative bounty: that mankind, being 
delivered from famine and disaster, may 
acknowledge thy glory in all thy works, 


Hear us, good Lord. 


[Here may be inserted any particular bidding, 
according to times and occasions, or at the 
special request of the Congregation. 


ጨፎ ወይ Tndemorerespecrally 
_: that they may 





according to thy will, 
Hear us, good Lord.] 


For all who in this transitory life are in danger, 
trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other 
adversity [and especially for thy servants NN.]: 
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that they may have comfort and relief according 
to their necessities, 


Hear us, good Lord. 


For all thy people, and especially those who 
worship in this place: that with faith, reverence, 
and godly fear, they may serve thee with a glad 
mind and ready will all the days of their life, 


Hear us, good Lord. 


Have mercy upon us, most merciful Lord, and 
deliver us from all affliction, strife, and catas- 
trophe: in thy compassion forgive us all our sins 
and failures, known and unknown, things done 
and left undone: and so uphold us by thy 

Spirit, that we may end our days in peace, 
trusting in thy mercy at the day of judgment, 


Have mercy upon us. 


We commend to thy keeping all thy servants 
departed this life in thy faith and fear [and 
especially thy servant (s), N (N).]: that thou 
wilt grant them mercy, light, and peace. May 
we with all thy saints [and especially N., whose 
faith and devotion we commemorate this day], 
be partakers of thine everlasting kingdom: 
through the mercies and merits of thy Son, 
Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. 


To thee be honor, glory, and dominion, now 
and forever. Amen. | 


If there is no Communion, all that is before 
appointed may be said, concluding with 
The Lord's Prayer and The Grace. 


THE OFFERTORY 


The Priest shall go to the Holy Table and begin 
The Offertory as follows, the People standing. 


Let us with gladness present the offerings and 
oblations of our life and labor unto the Lord. 
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Or this: 


Or this: 


The Priest may read one or more of the 
Offertory Sentences. | 


Representatives of the Congregation shall 

receive the alms and other offerings of the People. 
Both the alms and the oblations of bread and 
wine shall be brought to the Deacon or Priest. 
The Priest shall present and offer the alms and 
oblations, and place them upon the Holy Table, 
the People standing. 


One of the following Sentences may be said or 
sung at 


'THE PRESENTATION 


Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, 
and the glory; and the victory, and the majesty: 
For all that is in the heaven and in the earth is 
thine. 

Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, 

And thou art exalted as head above all. 


All things come of thee, (ን Lord: 
And of thine own have we given thee. 


Worthy art thou, our Lord and God, to receive 
glory and honor and power, 

For thou hast created all things, and by thy 
will they exist and were created. 


THE CONSECRATION 


The Priest shall face the People, still standing, 
and shall sing or say, 


The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirt. 


Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 


Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 


It is truly meet, right, and our bounden duty, 
that we should at all times and in all places, 
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On 
Sundays: 


Priest 
and 
People 


give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, 
Almighty, Everlasting God: 


Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on 
this day overcame death and the grave, and 
by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life: — 


Or the Proper Preface, as appointed. 


Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify 
thy glorious Name, evermore praising thee and 
saying, 


Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven 
and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, 
O Lord most high. 


Here the People may kneel; and the Priest shall 
continue, 


All glory be to Thee, Almighty God, Holy 
Father, Creator of heaven and earth, who didst 
make us in thine own image. And when we had 
fallen into sin, thou of thy tender mercy didst 
give thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ, to 
take our nature upon him, and to suffer death 
upon the Cross for our redemption: Who made 
there, by his one oblation of himself once 
offered, a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world: And instituted and commanded us to 
continue this perpetual memorial of his precious 
death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 


Here the Priest is to lay his hands upon all the 
bread. 


For in the night in which he was betrayed 

he took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat: This is 

my Body which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me.’ 


23 


Here he is to lay his hand upon every vessel of 
wine to be blessed. 


In the same way also, after supper, he 
took the cup; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them and said, 
‘Drink this, all of you: For this is my 
Blood of the New Covenant, which is 
poured out for you and many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often 

as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 


Wherefore, O Lord and Holy Father, we thy 
people do celebrate here before thy Divine 
Majesty, with these thy holy Gifts, which we 
offer unto thee, the memorial of the blessed 
Passion and precious Death of thy dear Son, 

his mighty Resurrection and glorious Ascension, 
looking for his Coming again in power and 
great glory. And herewith we offer and present 
unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, which is our 
bounden duty and service. And we entirely desire 
thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept, 
through the eternal mediation of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. 


We pray thee, Gracious Father, of thine almighty 
power, to bless and sanctify us and these holy 
Mysteries with thy Life-giving Word and Holy 
Spirit. Fill with thy grace all who partake of the 
Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Make 
us one Body, that he may dwell in us and we in 
him. And grant that with boldness we may 
confess thy Name in constancy of faith, and at 
the last Day enter with all thy saints into the 

joy of thine eternal kingdom: 

Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; by 
whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be 
unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without 
end. | 

Amen. 
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As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are 
now bold to say: 


Priest Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be 
and thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 

People done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres- 
passes, As we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 


Here the Priest shall break the consecrated Bread, 
and silence shall be kept for a space. 


Then shall be said or sung the following Anthem, 
or some other proper Hymn. From Easter Day to 
Trinity Sunday, 


Alleluia 
may be sung or said before and after the Anthem. 


Christ our Passover 15 sacrificed for us: 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 


Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the 
Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 


Then the Priest shall face the People and say, 


Holy Things for the People of God: Take them 
in remembrance that Christ gives himself for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving. 

The Minister who delivers the Bread shall say, 


The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you 
unto everlasting life. 


The Minister who delivers the Cup shall say: 


The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you 
unto everlasting life. 
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Priest 
and 
People 


Opportunity shall always be given to every com- 
municant to receive the consecrated Bread and 
Wine separately. But the Sacrament may be 
received in both kinds simultaneously, in such 
manner as is authorized by the Ordinary, in which 
case the Minister shall say, 


The Body and Blood of our Jesus Christ keep 
you unto everlasting life. 


When all have communicated, the Priest shall say, 


Let us give thanks to the Lord. 


Almighty and Everliving God, we most heartily 
thank thee, That thou dost feed us in these 

holy Mysteries, With the spiritual food of the 
most precious Body and Blood of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, Assuring us thereby of thy favor 
and goodness towards us; And that we are truly 
members incorporate in the mystical Body of 
thy Son, The blessed company of all faithful 
people; And heirs, through hope, of thine ever- 
lasting kingdom. And we humbly pray thee, O 
heavenly Father, so to assist us by thy Holy 
Spirit, That we may continue in that holy 
fellowship, And do all such good works as 

thou hast prepared for us; Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, To whom, with thee and the same 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 


Then shall the Priest or Deacon dismiss the 
People as follows. But if the Bishop is present, he 
shall dismiss the People and give them his blessing. 


Go forth into the world in peace. Be strong and 
of good courage. Hold fast that which 1s good. 
Love and serve the Lord with gladness and 
singleness of heart, rejoicing in the power of his 
Spirit. Amen. 


Copyright 1968 by the Custodian of the 
Standard Book of Common Prayer. 
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 


When Lutherans from various European countries emi- 
grated to North America they brought with them their 
own vernacular liturgies. In the course of time, 

as ties with the Old World were cut, regroupings of 
various kinds took place. The first important result in the 
liturgical field was the Common Service of 1888. This 
Eucharistic liturgy was eventually adopted by nearly all 
the Lutheran churches. When three independent churches 
joined to form the United Lutheran Church in 1918, the 
Common Service Book, comprising a complete service 
book and hymnal, came into use. In 1945, eight Lutheran 
churches embarked upon the production of a Common 
Hymnal and a year later decided to produce a Common 
Liturgy. The Service Book and Hymnal was published in 
1958 after ten years of trial use of The Service, i.e. the 
form for Sunday worship, which may or may not end with 
Holy Communion. One notable feature of this rite 1s that 
the Prayer of Thanksgiving follows pre-Reformation 
patterns. Previous Lutheran liturgies had placed nothing 
but the account of the Last Supper between the Sanctus 
and the Lord's Prayer. 

Since 1958 the eight Lutheran churches have united 
into two: The American Lutheran Church and The 
Lutheran Church in America. Together with the Lutheran 
Church (Missouri Synod) they are now engaged in pro- 
ducing a Service Book and Hymnal for all the Lutherans 
in North America. 

Unfortunately, the experimental rite was not available 
to us at the time of our going to press. The one which 
follows is from the 1958 Service Book and Hymnal. 





The Service 


Response 


Response 


The Congregation shall rise. The Minister shall 
sing or say: 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. 


The congregation shall sing or say: 


Amen. 


THE CONFESSION OF SINS 


The Minister shall say: 


Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a 
true heart, and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching him, in the Name of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 


The Minister and Congregation may kneel. They 
shall sing or say: 


Our help is in the Name of the Lord. 
Who made heaven and earth. 


I said, I will confess my transgressions unto 
the Lord. 
And thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 


Then shall the Minister say: 


Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we 
poor sinners confess unto thee, that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have 
sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed. 
Wherefore we flee for refuge to thine infinite 
mercy, seeking and imploring thy grace, for 

the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The Congregation shall say with the Minister: 


O most merciful God, who hast given thine 
only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy 
upon us, and for his sake grant us remission of 
all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in 
us true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and 
true obedience to thy Word, that by thy grace 
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then the Minister, standing, and facing the 
Congregation, shall say: 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had 
mercy upon us, and hath given his only Son to 
die for us, and for his sake forgiveth us all 

our sins. To them that believe on his Name, he 
giveth power to become the sons of God, and 
bestoweth upon them his Holy Spirit. He that 
believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved. 
Grant this, O Lord, unto us all. 

Or he may say: 

The Almighty and merciful God grant unto 
you, being penitent, pardon and remission of 
all your sins, time for amendment of life, and 
the grace and comfort of his Holy Spirit. 


The Congregation shall sing or say: 


Amen. 


A brief Silence may be kept before the Introit 
for the Day. 


The Congregation shall stand until the close of 
the Collect. 


INTROIT 


The Introit for the Day with the Gloria Patri 
shall be sung or said. 


GLORIA PATRI 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is 
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Response 


Response 


Response 


Response 


Response 


Response 
Response 


Response 


now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 


Then shall be sung or said the Kyrie. 


KYRIE 


In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 


For the peace that is from above, and for the 
salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 


For the peace of the whole world, for the well- 
being of the churches of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 


For this holy house, and for them that in faith, 
piety and fear of God offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 


Help, save, pity, and defend us, O God, by 
thy grace. 
Amen. 


In place of the foregoing, the following Kyrie 
may be sung or said: 


KYRIE 


Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 


Then shall be sung or said the Gloria in Excelsis. 


GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 


The Minister shall sing or say: 
Glory be to God on high! 
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Response 


The Congregation shall sing or say: 


And on earth peace, good will toward men. We 
praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we 
glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy 
great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God 
the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begot- 
ten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of 
God, Son of the Father, that takest away the 
sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 
that takest away the sin of the world, receive 
our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand 
of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; thou only art the 
Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister sing or say: 
The Lord be with you. 


And with thy spirit. 


The Minister shall say: 

Let us pray. 

Then shall the Minister say the Collect for the 
Day. 

THE COLLECT 

The Collect ended, the Congregation shall sing 
or Say: 

Amen. 

Here the Minister may read the appointed 
Lesson from the Old Testament, saying: 


The Lesson is written in the _ 

Chapter of. , beginning at the A 
Verse. The Lesson ended, he shall say, 

Here endeth the Lesson. 


Then may be sung a Psalm or a hymn version 
of a Psalm. 
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Then shall the Minister announce the Epistle 

for the Day, saying: The Epistle for (here 

he shall name the Festival or Day) is written 
in the . Chapter of. __, beginning 
Snc EN V ETSE 








THE EPISTLE 


The Epistle ended, the Minister shall say: 
Here endeth the Epistle for the Day. 


Then may the Gradual for the Day be sung. 
THE GRADUAL 


When the Gradual for the Day is omitted, the 
Alleluia or the Gradual for the Season may be 
sung. 

THE ALLELUIA 


Alleluia 


In Lent this Sentence shall be sung instead of 
the Alleluia: 


Christ hath humbled himself, and become 
obedient unto death: even the death of the 
Cross. 


Then shall the Minister announce the Gospel for 
the Day, saying: The Holy Gospel is written 
1117 111 ዉፀመ በ Cle tcl Of SU: 

beginning at the — Verse. 





The Congregation shall rise and sing or say: 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 


Then shall the Minister read the Gospel for the 
Day. 


THE GOSPEL 

The Gospel ended, the Minister shall say: 
Here endeth the Gospel for the Day. 
The Congregation shall sing or say: 
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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Then shall be said or sung the Creed. 


THE CREED 


The Nicene Creed shall be said or sung on all 
Festivals and whenever there is a Communion. 


THE NICENE CREED 


I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things 
visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only- 
begotten Son of God, Begotten of his Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, 
Being of one substance with the Father, 

By whom all things were made: Who for us 
men, and for our salvation, came down from 
heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost 
of the Virgin Mary, And was made man; And 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried; And the third 
day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of the Father. And he shall come 
again with glory to judge both the quick and 
the dead: Whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord 
and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshipped and glorified, 
Who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one 
Holy Christian* and Apostolic Church. I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins. And I look for the Resurrection of the 
dead, And the Life of the world to come. 
Amen. 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED 


I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 
of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 


*Or “And I believe one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church," the 
original and generally accepted text. 
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only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and 
buried: He descended into hell; The third 

day he rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy 
Christian* Church, the Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 
the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen. 


Then shall be sung the Hymn. 
THE HYMN 

Then shall follow the Sermon. 
THE SERMON 


The Sermon being ended, the Congregation shall 
rise and the Minister shall then say: 


The Peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. 


The Congregation shall sing or say: 


Amen. 


Then shall the Offering be received and pre- 
sented at the Altar. 


THE OFFERING 


Then shall follow the Offertory, the Congrega- 

tion standing meanwhile. One of the Offertories 
here following, or any other suitable Offertory, 

may be sung or said. 


When there is a Communion, the Minister, after 
Silent Prayer, and during the singing of the 
Offertory, shall uncover the Vessels and 
reverently prepare for the Administration of the 
Holy Sacrament. 


*Or “And I believe one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church," the 
original and generally accepted text. 
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THE OFFERTORY 


I 


The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
not despise. 

Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: 
build thou the walls of Jerusalem. Then shalt 
thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteous- 
ness: with burnt-offering and whole burnt- 
offering. 


[1 


What shall I render unto the Lord: for all his 
benefits toward me? I will offer to thee the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving: and will call upon the 
Name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation: and call 
upon the Name of the Lord. I will pay my 
vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all 
his people: in the courts of the Lord's house, 
in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. 


HI 


Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew 
a right spirit within me. Cast me not away 
from thy presence: and take not thy Holy 
Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 
and uphold me with thy free Spirit. 


Then shall follow the Prayer of the Church. 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 


The paragraphs marked* in the Prayer of the 
Church may be omitted, at the discretion of 
the Minister. 

If special prayers are desired by or for 
members of the Church, the Minister may make 
mention of them before beginning the Prayer of 
the Church, as occasion may require, or as 
follows: 
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Response 


Intercessions: The prayers of the Church are 
asked for the following brethren who are sick 
(or, in adversity, or, in suffering, or, in need): 
N.N. 

Thanksgivings: N.N. desires to return 

thanks to God, for special blessings (or for 
restoration from illness, or, for gifts of grace), 
and asks the prayers of the Church. 
Commemorations: Let us remember with 
thanksgiving before God our brethren who have 
departed this life with the sign of faith: N.N. 
(or, our brother N.N., who has departed this 
life). 


Let us pray. 


Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: We give thee praise and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and tender mercies. We 
bless thee for the love which hath created and 
doth sustain us from day to day. We praise 
thee for the gift of thy Son, our Saviour, 
through whom thou hast made known thy will 
and grace. We thank thee for the Holy Ghost, 
the Comforter; for thy holy Church, for the 
Means of Grace, for the lives of all faithful 
and godly men, and for the hope of the life to 
come. Help us to treasure in our hearts all 
that our Lord hath done for us; and enable us 
to show our thankfulness by lives that are 
given wholly to thy service; 


We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


Save and defend thy Church Universal, pur- 
chased with the precious Blood of Christ. Give 
it pastors and ministers according to thy 
Spirit, and strengthen it through the Word and 
the holy Sacraments. Make it perfect in love 
and in all good works, and establish it in the 
faith delivered to the saints. Sanctify and unite 
thy people in all the world, that one holy 
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Church may bear witness to thee, the God and 
Father of all; 


Response We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


*Upon all in any holy office in thy Church 
bestow thy wisdom and heavenly grace, and 
enable them to fulfill their duties in thy fear 
and in purity of heart. Let thy gracious bene- 
diction rest upon our clergy and people, and 
upon all who are set over us in the Lord; 
that faith may abound, and thy kingdom 
increase; 


Response We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


Send forth thy light and thy truth into all the 
earth, O Lord. Raise up, we pray thee, faithful 
servants of Christ to labor in the Gospel at 
home and in distant lands; 


Response We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


* According to thy merciful goodness, O God, 
extend thy saving health and strength to the 
younger Churches. Grant that they may rejoice 
in a rich harvest of souls for thy kingdom. 
Support them in times of trial and weakness, 
and make them steadfast, abounding in the 
work of the Lord; 


Response We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


Preserve our Nation in righteousness and 
honor, and continue thy blessings to us as a 
people, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life, in all godliness and honesty. Grant health 
and favor to all who bear office in our land 
(especially to the President and the Congress, 
the Governor and Legislature of this State), 
and help them to acknowledge and obey thy 
holy will; 


Response We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


t Editors note: see page 57. 
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* Give to all men the mind of Christ, and dispose 
our days in thy peace, O God. Take from us 
all hatred and prejudice, and whatever 
may hinder unity of spirit and concord. 
Prosper the labors of those who take counsel 
for the nations of the world, that mutual 
understanding and common endeavor may be 
increased among all peoples; 


Response We beseech thee to hear us, Good Lord. 


* Bless, we pray thee, the schools of the Church, 
universities and centers of research, all institu- 
tions of learning, and those who exercise the 
care of souls therein. Withold not, we pray 
thee, thy Word and Wisdom, but bestow it in 
such measure that men may serve thee in 
Church and State, and our common life be 
brought under the rule of thy truth and right- 
eousness; 


Response We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


* We pray thee especially, heavenly Father, to 
sanctify our homes with thy light and joy. 
Keep our children in the covenant of their 
baptism, and enable their parents to rear them 
in a life of faith and godliness. By the spirit of 
affection and service unite the members of all 
Christian families, that they may show forth 
thy praise in our land and in all the world; 


Response We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


God of mercies, we pray thee to comfort with 
the grace of thy Holy Spirit all who are in sor- 
row or need, sickness or adversity. Remember 
those who suffer persecution for the faith. 
Have mercy upon those to whom death draws 
near. Bring consolation to those in sorrow or 
mourning. And to all grant a measure of thy 
love, taking them into thy tender care; 


Response We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
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* Let thy blessing rest upon the seed-time and 
harvest, the commerce and industry, the leisure 
and rest, and the arts and culture of our 
people. Take under thy special protection those 
whose toil is difficult or dangerous, and be 
with all who lay their hands to any useful 
task. Give them just rewards for their labor, 
and the knowledge that their work is good in 
thy sight, who art the Maker and Sustainer of 
all things; 


Response We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


We remember with thanksgiving those who 
have loved and served thee in thy Church on 
earth, who now rest from their labors (espe- 
cially those most dear to us, whom we name 
in our hearts before thee). Keep us in fellow- 
ship with all thy saints, and bring us at length 
to the joy of thy heavenly kingdom; 


Response We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


Here special Supplications, Intercessions, and 
Thanksgivings may be made. 


All these things, and whatever else thou seest 
that we need, grant us, O Father, for his sake 
who died and rose again, and now liveth and 
reigneth with thee in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. 


Response Amen. 


If there be no Communion the Minister and 
Congregation shall say the Lord's Prayer. 


Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; And forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; And lead us not into temptation, But 
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Response 


Response 


Response 


deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


A Hymn may then be sung. 


Then the Minister, standing at the Altar, shall 
sing or say the Benediction. 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee. 

The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee. 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace: 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. 


The Congregation shall sing or say: 


Amen. 


THE THANKSGIVING 
A Hymn shall be sung. 


The Congregation shall rise at the beginning of 
the Preface. 


THE PREFACE 

The Minister and Congregation shall sing or 
say: 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 


Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 


Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 


Then shall the Minister turn to the Altar and 
sing or Say: 

It is truly meet, right, and salutary, that we 
should at all times, and in all places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, 
Almighty, Everlasting God: 
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Here shall follow the Proper Preface for the 
Day or Season. If there be none especially 
appointed, then shall follow immediately, 
Therefore with Angels, etc. 


After the Preface shall follow immediately: 


Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and 
with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising 
thee, and saying: 


Then shall be sung or said the Sanctus. 


THE SANCTUS 


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory; 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed 15 he that cometh in the Name of the 
Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 


Then may the Congregation kneel. 


The Minister standing before the Altar, and 
facing it, shall say the Prayer of Thanksgiving. 


THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 


Holy art thou, Almighty and Merciful God, 
Holy art thou, and great is the Majesty of thy 
glory. 

Thou didst so love the world as to give thine 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him might not perish, but have everlasting 
life; Who, having come into the world to ful- 
fill for us thy holy will and to accomplish all 
things for our salvation, 


Here he shall take the Bread in his hands. 


In the night in which he was betrayed, took 
bread: and, when he had given thanks, he 
brake it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for 
you; this do in remembrance of me. 
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Here he shall take the Cup in his hand. 


After the same manner also, he took the cup, 
when he had supped, and, when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink ye 

all of it; this cup is the New Testament in my 
blood, which is shed for you, and for many, 
for the remission of sins: this do, as oft as ye 
drink it, 1n remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore his salutary precept, 
his life-giving Passion and Death, his glorious 
Resurrection and Ascension and the promise of 
his coming again, we give thanks to thee, O 
Lord God Almighty, not as we ought, but as 
we are able; and we beseech thee mercifully 

to accept our praise and thanksgiving, and 
with thy Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, 

thy servants, and these thine own gifts of 
bread and wine, so that we and all who partake 
thereof may be filled with heavenly benediction 
and grace, and, receiving the remission 

of sins, be sanctified in soul and body, and 
have our portion with all thy saints. And unto 
thee, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be 
all honor and glory in thy holy Church, world 
without end. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister sing or say: 


Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it 15 in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; And forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 


The Congregation shall sing or say: 


For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


Or, instead of the above Prayer of Thanksgiving, 
‘Holy art thou, Almighty and Merciful God,’ the 
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Minister may say the Words of Institution, 
followed by the Lord's Prayer. 


THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Here he shall take the Bread in his hand. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which 

he was betrayed, took bread; and, when he 

had given thanks, he brake it and gave it to 

his disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you; this do in remembrance 
or me. 


Here he shall take the Cup in his hand. 


After the same manner also, he took the cup, 
when he had supped, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink ye 
all of it; this cup is the New Testament in my 
Blood, which is shed for you, and for many, 
for the remission of sins; this do, as oft as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of me. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven... 

Then shall the Minister turn to the Congregation 
and sing or say: 

The peace of the Lord be with you alway. 


The Congregation shall sing or say: 
And with thy spirit. 


Then, the Congregation standing, shall be sung 
or said the Agnus Dei. 


AGNUS DEI 

O Christ, thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
the sin of the world, grant us thy peace. 
Amen. 
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Then shall the Communicants present themselves 
before the Altar and receive the Holy Sacra- 
ment. 


THE COMMUNION 


When the Minister giveth the Bread he shall 
say: 


The Body of Christ, given for thee. 


When he giveth the Cup he shall say: 
The Blood of Christ, shed for thee. 


The Communicant may say Amen after each 
Element has been received. After he hath given 
the Bread and the Cup, or after all have been 
communicated, the Minister shall say: 


The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his 
precious Blood strengthen and preserve you 
unto eternal life. 


THE Post-COMMUNION 


Then shall the Congregation rise, and the 
Nunc Dimittis may be sung or said. 


NUNC DiMirris 


Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace: according to thy word; For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation: which thou hast pre- 
pared before the face of all people; 

A light to lighten the Gentiles: and the glory 
of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 


Then shall be said The Prayer. 
THE PRAYER 


The Minister shall say one of the following 
Prayers; or he may say the Collect for Thursday 
in Holy Week. 
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Response 


Or: 


O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good. 
And his mercy endureth for ever. 


We give thanks to thee, Almighty God, that 
thou hast refreshed us with this thy salutary 
gift; and we beseech thee, of thy mercy, to 
strengthen us through the same gift, in faith 
toward thee and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, thy dear Son, 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without 
end. 


Pour forth upon us, O Lord, the spirit of thy 
love, that by thy mercy thou mayest make of 
one will those whom thou hast fed with one 
heavenly food; through thy Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without 


end. 


: Almighty God, who givest the true Bread 


which cometh down from heaven, even thy 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord: Grant, we beseech 
thee, that we who have received the Sacrament 
of his Body and Blood may abide in him, and 
he in us, that we may be filled with the power 
of his endless life; who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. 


: Almighty God, who hast given thine only Son 


to be unto us both a sacrifice for sin and also 
an ensample of godly life: Give us grace that 
we may always most thankfully receive that 

his inestimable benefit, and also daily endeavor 
ourselves to follow the blessed steps of his 
most holy life; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without 
end. 


The Congregation shall sing or say: 


Amen. 
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Response 


Response 


Then may be sung or said the Salutation and the 
Benedicamus. 


The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 


Bless we the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 


Then the Minister, standing at the Altar, shall 
sing or say the Benediction. 


፲ጩ BENEDICTION 


The Lord bless thee, and keep thee. 

The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee. 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace: 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. 


The Congregation shall sing or say: 


Amen. 


TIn Canadian Churches, the following may be said: especially to Her 
Gracious Majesty the Queen, the Prime Minister and all the Parlia- 
ment, and all Provincial Authorities. 


From The Lutheran Service Book and Hymnal 
by permission of the Commission on the 
Liturgy and Hymnal. 
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THE METHODIST CHURCH 


A short time after the American War of Independence, 
John Wesley, the Anglican priest who initiated the Meth- 
odist movement, sent several Methodist ministers to the 
United States to take charge of the Methodist congrega- 
tions there. With them he sent, among other tools for their 
ministry, a slightly shortened form of the Anglican Book 
of Common Prayer of 1662. American Methodists, how- 
ever, did not have much use for fixed forms of worship 
and by 1792 had dropped the greater part of Wesley's 
book. Wesley's advice to celebrate the Lord's Supper 

every Sunday also went unheeded. When it was celebrated, 
a truncated form of the 1662 rite was attached to the end 
of a popular preaching service. In 1884, the Methodist 
Church, following the general trend, split over the question 
of slavery. The southern part retained the 1792 forms 
almost untouched while the northern part made many 
minor changes in it over the years. In 1939, at the time of 
the reunion of the Church, both forms were printed in 

the Methodist Hymnal. In 1944, The Book of Worship for 
Church and Home was adopted by the General Conference 
for ‘optional and voluntary use.’ It met with such wide- 
spread approval that a revision was ordered by the General 
Conference in 1956. 

In 1960 Proposed Revisions for the Book of Worship 
was accepted ‘for trial use and study.’ After further 
revision, it was adopted by the General Conference of 
1964 and published the following year with the same title 
as the 1944 book. 

Even a casual reading of ‘The Order for the Adminis- 
tration of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper or Holy 
Communion’ as it is found in this book will show that 
by a long and circuitous route the worship of ‘the people 
called Methodists’ has, at least in the United States, come 
back almost to the place where Wesley would have had 
them begin in 1784. 
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The Order for the Administration 
of the Sacrament of 

The Lord's Supper or Holy 
Communion 


People 


Minister 


The service may begin with a prelude. 
A hymn may be sung, the people standing. 


Or the minister may begin the service with one 
or more of the following or other suitable 
sentences from the Scriptures: 


SENTENCES FROM THE SCRIPTURES 


Here the minister, facing the people, shall say, 
The Lord be with you. 


And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 


Then, kneeling or bowed, the minister and people 
together shall say, 


Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify 
thy holy name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it 15 in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
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evil. For thine 15 the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 


Then, standing, all shall sing or say, 


Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men. We praise thee, we bless 
thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give 
thanks to thee for thy great glory: O Lord God, 
heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ: 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father: 
that takest away the sins of the world, have 
mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins 
of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that 
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art 
most high in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 


The minister, facing the people while they remain 
standing, shall say, 

Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of your 
sins, and are in love and charity with your 
neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, follow- 
ing the commandments of God, and walking 
from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near 
with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your 
comfort, and make your humble confession to 
almighty God. 


Then the minister, kneeling and facing the Lord's 
Table, and all the people, kneeling or bowed, 

shall make together this general confession: 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men: 

we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
and wickedness, which we from time to time most 
grievously have committed, by thought, word, 
and deed, against thy divine majesty. We do 
earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these 
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our misdoings; the remembrance of them is 
grievous unto us. Have mercy upon us, have 
mercy upon us, most merciful Father. For thy 
‘Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all 
that is past; and grant that we may ever here- 
after serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then the minister shall pray, saying, 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy 
great mercy hast promised forgiveness of sins 

to all them that with hearty repentance and 

true faith turn to thee: Have mercy upon us; 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins; confirm 
and strengthen us in all goodness; and bring us 
to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


The minister, standing and facing the people, 
shall say, 


Hear what comfortable words the Scriptures 
say to all that truly turn to the Lord: 


Then the minister shall say one or more of the 
following sentences: 


Come to me, all who labor and are heavy-laden, 
and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28 

God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 

The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, 
and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. I John 1:9 

If any one sins, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the 
expiation for our sins, and not for ours only 
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but also for the sins of the whole world. From 
I John 2:1-2 


Here the minister may offer a pastoral prayer, or 
he may say, 


Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's 
Church. 


Then may follow this prayer, the minister 
beginning, the people responding : 


Most merciful Father, we humbly beseech thee 
to receive these our prayers for the universal 
Church, that thou wilt confirm it in the truth 
of thy holy faith, inspire it with unity and 
concord, and extend and prosper it throughout 
the world. . 

We beseech thee also, so to guide and 
strengthen the witness of the Church to those 
in authority 18 all nations, that they may 
maintain the justice and welfare of all mankind. 


Hear us, we beseech thee, O Lord. 


Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all ministers 
of thy Church, that both by their life and 
doctrine they may set forth thy true and lively 
Word, and faithfully administer thy holy 
Sacraments. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, 
that with willing heart and due reverence, they 
may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly 
serving thee in holiness and righteousness all 
the days of their lives. 


Hear us, we beseech thee, O Lord. 


And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy 
goodness, O Lord, to support and strengthen 
all those who, in this transitory life, are in 
trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any 

other adversity. 


Hear us, we beseech thee, O Lord. 
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People 
Minister 


People 


We remember with thanksgiving those who have 
loved and served thee in thy Church on earth, 
who now rest from their labors (especially 

those most dear to us, whom we name in our 
hearts before thee). Keep us in fellowship with 
all thy saints, and bring us at length to the joy 
of thy heavenly kingdom. 

Grant this, O Father, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our only mediator and advocate. Amen. 


Then shall be read the lesson(s) from the Holy 
Scriptures. If two lessons are read, let one be the 
Epistle and the other the Gospel. An anthem or a 
hymn may be sung after the first lesson. 


Here the minister and people may say the 
Apostles’ Creed or another of the Christian 
affirmations of faith, the people standing. 


Then shall follow the sermon. 
Here parish notices may be given. 


A hymn may be sung. The minister shall uncover 
the elements, and shall proceed to receive the 
offering from the people. When the offering is 
presented, the people shall stand, and a prayer 
of dedication shall be said or sung. 


Where custom prevails, on offering may be left 
by the people at the chancel when they come 
forward to receive the elements. 


The people shall remain standing, and the 
minister, facing the people, shall say, 


Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 
It is meet and right so to do. 


Then the minister, facing the Lord's Table, 
shall say, 
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It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty that 
we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, 
everlasting God. 


Here may follow the proper preface, or else the 
minister immediately shall say, 


Therefore with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising 
thee, and saying: 


Then shall all sing or say, 


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts: Heaven 
and earth are full of thy glory! Glory to be thee, 
O Lord most high! Amen. 


The people shall kneel or bow; the minister, 
facing the Lord's Table, shall offer the 
Prayer of Consecration: 


Almight God, our heavenly Father, who of thy 
tender mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus 
Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our 
redemption; who made there, by the one offering 
of himself, a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world; and 
did institute, and in his holy Gospel command 
us to continue, a perpetual memory of his 
precious death until his coming again: 

Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly 
beseech thee, and grant that we, receiving these 
thy creatures of bread and wine, according to 
thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ's holy 
institution, in remembrance of his passion, 
death, and resurrection, may be partakers of the 
divine nature through him: 

Who in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread (here the minister may take the 
bread in his hands), and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, Take, eat; this is my body which is 


66 


given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
Likewise after supper he took the cup (here 

the minister may take the cup in his hands); 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying, Drink ye all of this; for this is my 
blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in 
remembrance of me. Amen. 


The minister shall kneel before the Lord's Table. 
After a brief silence, the minister and people 
together shall pray, saying, 


We do not presume to come to this thy table, 
O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy table. But thou 
art the same Lord, whose property is always to 
have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to partake of this Sacrament of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, that we may walk in newness of 
life, may grow into his likeness, and may 
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 


Here may be sung or said: 


O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world, have mercy upon us. 


O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world, have mercy upon us. 


O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world, grant us thy peace. 


The minister shall first receive the Holy 
Communion in both kinds, and then shall deliver 
the same to any who are assisting him. Then 

the minister or those assisting him shall 

deliver the elements in both kinds to the people. 


During the distribution of the elements, 
appropriate hymns may be sung or played. 
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People 


Minister 


When the bread is given, one or both of the 
following sentences shall be said: 


The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
given for thee, preserve thy soul and body 
unto everlasting life. 


Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ 
died for thee, and feed on him in thy heart by 
faith with thanksgiving. 


When the cup is given, one or both of the 
following sentences shall be said: 


The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
shed for thee, preserve thy soul and body unto 
everlasting life. 


Drink this in remembrance that Christ's blood 
was shed for thee, and be thankful. 


When all have communed, the minister shall 
place upon the Lord's Table all that remains 
of the elements, covering the same. 


Then the minister, standing and facing the people, 
shall say, 


The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And with thy Spirit. 


Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 


Then the minister, kneeling before the Lord's 
Table, and the people, kneeling or bowed, shall 
pray, saying, 


O Lord, our heavenly Father, we, thy humble 
servants, desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully 
to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanks- 
giving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant, 
that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and 
thy whole Church may obtain forgiveness of 
our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 
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And here we offer and present unto thee, 

O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto thee; 
humbly beseeching thee that all we who are 
partakers of this Holy Communion may be filled 
with thy grace and heavenly benediction. 

And although we be unworthy, through our 
manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, 
yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden 
duty and service, not weighing our merits, but 
pardoning our offenses; 


Through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, 

and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father 
Almighty, world without end. Amen. 


Then a hymn may be sung. 


Then the minister shall let the people depart with 
this blessing: 


The peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with 
you always. Amen. 


A postlude may follow. 


From The Book of Worship for Church and 
Home. Copyright 1964, 1965, by The Board of 
Publication of The Methodist Church, Inc. Used 
by permission. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada undertook the 
revision of its 1922 Book of Common Order in 1953. 
Eleven years later, the revision was accepted by its General 
Assembly for voluntary use. Not all members of the 
Church were agreed upon the necessity for the revision 

as 1s shown by the fact that the first service in the 1964 
book is taken almost without alteration from the 1922 
book. 

In the Preface to the 1964 book, the Special Committee 
on Revision expressed the conviction that the normative 
pattern of worship, at least at the main services, ought to 
include both Word and Sacrament. Where this was not 
possible, the order of worship ought to follow the 
Eucharistic order, ‘the placing of the people's offerings, 
the Creed (if used), and the major prayers' being put after 
the reading and preaching of the Word. 

The Service of Word and Sacrament which follows is 
interesting in that it retains some of the Reformation 
traditions, e.g. “The Fencing of the Table,’ which has 
disappeared from recent revisions of other Protestant 
liturgies. 





The Service of Word 
and Sacrament 


The Minister shall call the Congregation to 
worship in words of Holy Scripture, such as: 


What shall I render unto the Lord for all His 
benefits toward me? I will take the cup of 
salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the 
presence of all His people. 


Let us worship God. 
Let us pray. 


The Congregation shall kneel or be reverently 
seated, and the Minister shall offer the 
following prayers. 


Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power be 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. 


The Minister shall bid the people confess their 
sins in some such words as the following : 


Let us confess to God and to one another that 
we stand in need of forgiveness from Him and 
from our fellows, calling to mind our particular 
and our common faults. We name our self- 
indulgence, our prayerlessness, our enmities. 
We name our lovelessness and lukewarmness in 
the Church, our failure to provide sufficient 
ministers and workers. We name our failures in 
the State, the dispeace of the world, the poverty 
and hunger of millions of men, and the constant 
strife of man with man. Let us together make 
our humble confession before Almighty God. 
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The Congregation shall say together: 


Holy and righteous Father, before whom we 
cannot justify ourselves or profess our innocence, 
we confess the evil of our ways, without 
concealment and without excuse. In the light of 
the sacrifice of Thy Son upon the Cross, we see 
and acknowledge the hatefulness of our sins. 
Grant us in that light also to see Thy great and 
wondrous mercy; that we may offer unto Thee 
the sacrifice of a humble and contrite heart. 
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to Thy 
loving kindness, according to the multitude of 
Thy tender mercies, blot out our transgressions, 
and grant us Thy peace; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Then the M inister shall offer a Prayer for 
Pardon. 


Blessed be Thy name, O Lord, that Thou dost, 
through the ordinances of Thy Church, seal to 
Thy people the remission of their sins; 
wherefore we beseech Thee to grant to all here 
present who truly repent, and are resolved to 
walk in newness of life, the comfortable 
assurance that their transgressions are 

forgiven, and to fill them with the peace that 
cometh from above; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Alternatively, a form of Absolution may be used, 
such as: 


This 15 a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners. Let each of you, humbling 
himself before God, acknowledge himself to be 
a sinner, and believe that our Heavenly Father 
means to be propitious to him in Jesus Christ. 
To all who thus repent, and seek Jesus Christ 
for their salvation, I declare absolution of sins 
to be granted, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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The Minister shall continue: 


Heavenly Father, who dost restore to us the 

joy of Thy salvation, confirm us now in every 
good and high resolve for the time to come, and 
receive our worship now as a sacrifice of 
righteousness in Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom 
with Thee and the Holy Spirit be all honour 
and glory, world without end. Amen. 


4 Hymn shall be sung on the Person or Work 
of Christ. 


A Lesson from the Old Testament shall be read, 
followed by one from the Epistles. 


A Prose Psalm, to be concluded with the 
Gloria Patri, may now be read responsively, 
the Congregation standing. 


A Lesson from the Gospels shall then be read, 
followed by a versicle and response of 
thanksgiving. 


God be praised for the Gospel of His Grace. 
Glory be to Thee, O God. 


An Anthem may be sung, or a Hymn of the 
Holy Spirit. 


The Minister shall offer prayer before Sermon in 
the following or like words: 


Holy Father, who hast given us the bread which 
cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat 
thereof, and not die, reveal to us now Thy most 
blessed Son, Jesus Christ, in the power of His 
resurrection, that we may be nourished unto 
everlasting life, for His holy Name's sake. 
Amen. 


Instead of a Prayer for Illumination, the 
Authority may be used: 


In the name of the Father and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


ርን 


The Sermon shall then be preached, and shall be 
concluded with an Ascription of Glory. 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and His Father, 
to Him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


From the pulpit, or standing at the chancel steps, 
the Minister shall give the Invitation and shall 
fence the Table in the following manner. 


Beloved in the Lord, as we draw near to the 
Lord's Table, we are to consider how great are 
the benefits of this Sacrament if we come to it 
with understanding, faith, and repentance, and 
with our souls hungering and thirsting after 
Christ. Not unto those who live willingly in sin, 
or cherish self-righteousness in their heart, or 
are out of charity with their brethren are these 
benefits of Christ offered. But those who in 
sorrow of heart labour under the burden of their 
sins, and who, putting their trust in Christ, 
desire to lead a new life, and to reach out unto 
a greater progress in grace, are invited and 
encouraged in His name to come to the Supper 
of the Lord, to their spiritual refreshing and the 
renewal of their strength. 


In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, I invite 
to this Table all who are members in full 
communion with any branch of the Church of 
Christ. The Table 15 His, and belongs by right 
to all His people. Any such being present are 
lovingly urged to claim their rights in Him. 


Hear the words of Jesus from His own lips: 
Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke 
upon you, and learn of Me; for 1 am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. 
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Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness; for they shall be filled. 


The Minister shall call upon the Congregation to 
make their Offerings, and announce the 
Communion Psalm or Hymn to be sung later. He 
shall then go to the Communion Table and the 
Elders shall go to the Session Room. In the 
interval, the Offerings shall be gathered, and the 
Ushers shall retire with them to the Session Room. 


Thereupon the Congregation shall sing the 
Communion Psalm or Hymn (for example, 
‘Ye gates, lift up your heads on high.) 


During this Psalm, the Elders shall enter the 
Church, bearing first the bread and then the wine, 
which the Minister shall receive and lay on the 
Table, using assistants if necessary. The Offerings 
in money shall at the same time be brought in 
and placed on or near the Table. Everything being 
in order and the elements being still veiled, the 
whole Congregation shall confess their faith in 

the words of either the Apostles’ Creed or the 
Nicene Creed which follows. 


I believe in one God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth; And of all things 
visible and invisible: 


And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 
Son of God, Begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God 
of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one 
substance with the Father, By whom all things 
were made: Who for us men, and for our 
salvation, came down from heaven, And was 
incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin 
Mary, And was made man, And was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 
and was buried, And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures, And ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the 
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Father. And He shall come again with glory to 
judge both the quick and the dead: Whose 
kingdom shall have no end. 


And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, 
and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshipped and glorified, 
Who spake by the prophets. And I believe in 
one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins. And I look for the Resurrection of the 
dead, And the Life of the world to come. 
Amen. | 


Then the Minister shall unveil the bread and the 
wine, with assistance if necessary, and shall offer 
the following prayers, the Congregation still 
standing. 


O God, who by the blood of Thy dear Son hast 
consecrated for us a new and living way into 
the holiest of all through the veil, that 15, His 
flesh, grant unto us, we beseech Thee, the 
assurance of Thy mercy, and sanctify us by 
Thy Holy Spirit, that drawing near unto Thee 
with a pure heart and undefiled conscience, we 
may offer unto Thee a sacrifice in righteousness, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Most bountiful Father; we render to Thee all 
our gifts, entreating Thee to receive this bread 
and this cup; for all things come of Thee and of 
Thine own do we give Thee. Blessed be Thy 
holy name for ever; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Then the Minister shall say: 


The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. 


The Congregation shall be seated, and the 
Minister shall continue. 
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Beloved in the Lord, attend to the words of the 
institution of the Holy Supper, as they are 
delivered by the Apostle Paul. 


I have received of the Lord that which also I 
delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus, the 
same night in which He was betrayed, took 
bread: And when He had given thanks, He 
brake it and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance 
of Me. After the same manner also He took 
the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup 
is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, 
as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come. 


Therefore, that we may fulfil the Saviour's 
institution in righteousness and joy, let us 
follow His blessed example in word and action: 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. 


As the Lord Jesus, the same night in which He 
was betrayed, took bread, I take these elements 
of bread and wine to be set apart from all 
common uses to this holy use and mystery 

(so saying, the Minister shall touch with both 
hands the bread and wine nearest him): 

and, as He gave thanks and blessed, let us draw 
nigh to God and present unto Him our prayers 
and thanksgivings. 


The Lord be with you; 

And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts; 

We lift them up unto the Lord. 


Let us give thanks unto our Lord God; 
It is meet and right so to do. 


The Congregation shall kneel or bow in prayer. 


It is verily meet, right, and our bounden duty 
that we should at all times and in all places, 
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give thanks unto Thee, O Eternal God, for 
Thou art from everlasting. Thou only didst 
create heaven and earth and all things therein. 


Here may follow the Preface according to the 
season of the Christian Year. 
The Preface here given is for Eastertide. 


But chiefly we bless Thee that Thou hast 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to 
an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away. 


Thee, mighty God, heavenly King, we magnify 
and praise. With angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, we worship 
and adore Thy glorious Name; evermore 
praising Thee and saying: 


(At this point the Congregation may join in the 
prayer to the end of the Hosanna, either reciting 
or singing the words). 


Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts, 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory: 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 


O Holy, Almighty, and Merciful God: Thou 
didst give Thy Son for the life of the world, 
who, being very and eternal God, in perfect 
love became man for us men and for our 
salvation. Not as we ought but as we are able, 
do we bless Thee for His holy incarnation, 

for His life on earth, for His precious sufferings 
and death upon the Cross, for His resurrection 
from the dead, for His glorious ascension to 
Thy right hand, and for His accomplishment of 
the work which Thou gavest Him to do, until 
He return in great glory. 
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Wherefore, (ን Lord and heavenly Father, we, 
through the intercession of our great High Priest 
and Advocate, do celebrate and make here 
before Thy divine majesty the memorial of the 
blessed sacrifice of Thy Son which He hath 
commanded us to make; and we pray Thee so 
to sanctify with Thy Word and Spirit these 
Thine own gifts of bread and wine, that the 
bread which we break may be to us the 
communion of the Body of Christ, and the cup 
of blessing which we bless the communion of 
the Blood of Christ; in union with whom and 
the whole Church in heaven and on earth we 
present ourselves unto Thee, in soul and body, 
to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice; 

by whom, and with whom, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be unto Thee, 
O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 


The Congregation shall become vocal again with 
the Lord's Prayer. 


Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, 85 11 1s in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
For ever. Amen. 


Then the Minister shall say: 


According to the holy institution, example, and 
command of our Lord Jesus Christ, and for a 
memorial of Him, we do this: who, the same 
night in which He was betrayed, took bread. 


Here the Minister shall take a slice from the loaf 
and hold it up. 


And when He had given thanks, He brake it. 


Here the Minister shall break the bread in full 
view. 
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And said: 
Take: Eat: This 1s my body, which is broken 
for you: This do in remembrance of me. 


Then the Minister shall replace the bread in the 
plate, and shall lift the cup high and say: 


After the same manner also, He took the cup, 
saying: 


This cup 15 the New Testament in my blood: 
This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance 
of me. 


Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 
world, grant us Thy peace. 


Replacing the cup on the Table, the Minister 
shall himself partake in both kinds as he remains 
standing. He shall then take the plate of bread 
into his hands for distribution to the Elders, and 
addressing all the people shall say: 


Take ye: Eat ye: This is the body of Christ 
which is broken for you: This do in 
remembrance of Him. 


When the Elders have partaken, the Minister 
shall in like manner take wine into his hands for 
them, and, addressing all the people, shall say: 


This cup is the New Testament in the Blood of 
Christ which is shed for many unto remission 
of sins: Drink ye all of it. 


After all the Elders have received the cup, a 
group of them shall come to the Table to carry 
out bread to the people, followed after a short 
interval by a second group, who shall carry out 
the wine. The people shall partake the elements as 
soon as they receive them, the whole being done 
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in silence. When all have partaken, the Elders 
shall return to the Table with the remaining 
bread and wine, those carrying the bread 
preceding those who carry the wine. The 
Minister, with assistance if necessary, shall veil 
the bread and wine once more, and offer the 
Post-Communion Prayers, saying: 


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. 


Let us pray. 


Blessed be Thou, most gracious Father, who 
dost deign to receive at our hands, though 
unworthy, this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, and to incorporate us together by 
Thy Holy Spirit into mystical Body of Thy Son. 
Enable us to abide steadfastly in this most 
blessed fellowship and to bring forth rich fruit 
to Thy praise, through the merits of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


O Great and gracious God, hear us for the 
Church of Thy dear Son, that both ministers 
and people may be filled with Thy Spirit and 
show forth more abundantly the glory of Thy 
Name. Restore the lost to the fold of the 
Redeemer and hasten the coming of His 
eternal victory; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Hear us for the Queen and all in authority over 
us that we may be guided and governed in the 
way of Thy commandments, that truth and 
justice may be established among us and 
extended throughout all the earth, to the glory 
of Thy holy Name. Amen. 


For all in special need we seek Thy love and 
compassion, O merciful Father: the sick and 
the weary, the broken and defeated sons and 
daughters of men. Visit them with Thy healing 
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mercy and deliver them from every evil thing, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For the faithful departed in Christ we bless Thy 
name, O God. United with them in the bonds 
of a holy fellowship may we be prepared more 
and more to share with them the full vision of 
Thy glory, who art Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, One God, blessed forever. Amen. 


Then shall be sung a Psalm or Hymn of 
Thanksgiving (for example, ‘O thou my soul, 
bless God the Lord"). 


During this Psalm, the Elders shall carry out the 
bread and wine, preceding the Choir, if they also 
go out singing. 


The Minister shall then dismiss the Congregation 
with a blessing from God. 


The peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of His Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you 
always. Amen. 


Copyright 1964, 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
Used by permission. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES IN AMERICA 


In 1957 the Presbyterian Church in the United States and 
the United Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America set up a Joint Committee on Worship. After the 
two churches had adopted new Directories for Worship, 
the Committee was given the task of preparing a Book of 
Common Worship on the basis of the principles there 
laid down. 

In 1964, a ‘Service for The Lord's Day and Lectionary 
for the Christian Year' was published together with 
Explanatory Notes and an Introduction. Two years later 
The Book of Common Worship (Provisional Services) 
appeared; in this venture the two churches were joined by 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. It contains The 
Service for the Lord's Day, revised in the light of 
criticisms received, The Service for the Lord's Day in 
Contemporary Language, and other services, both regular 
and occasional, for congregational use. After a period of 
experiment, The Book of Common Worship (with hymns) 
will be revised and re-issued. 


A short paragraph from the Introduction sums up the 
sentiments of the Committee: 


Presbyterians value variety and freedom in worship, 
but they emphasize equally the virtue of orderliness. 
The services in this book provide a pattern for 
responsible planning of worship. Congregations may 
wish to use alternative language in their services, but 
the Joint Committee urges upon them the validity of 
the orders here provided. 





Order for the Public Worship 
of God 
Service for the Lord's Day 


CALL To WORSHIP 


Let the people stand. The minister shall call the 
people to the worship of God, saying: 


Let us worship God. 


The minister shall say one or more of the 
following: 


For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 


In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through him. 


That which we have seen and heard we 
proclaim also to you, so that you may have 
fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with 
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 


Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. 


In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 


Praise the Lord: 
Response 1ከ6 Lord's name be praised. 


Let the people sing a psalm or hymn of praise. 
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OT: 


On: 


CONFESSION OF SIN 
The minister shall say: 


If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just, and will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 


Let us confess our sins to God. 


Let the people kneel or bow, praying together : 


Most holy and merciful Father: we confess in 
thy presence the sinfulness of our nature, and 
our shortcomings and offenses against thee. 
Thou alone knowest how often we have sinned, 
in wandering from thy ways, in wasting thy 
gifts, in forgetting thy love. Have mercy, O 
Lord, upon us, who are ashamed and sorry for 
all we have done to displease thee; and forgive 
our sins, through Jesus Christ thy Son, our 
Savior. Amen. 


Almighty and most merciful Father: we have 
erred and strayed from thy ways like lost 
sheep. We have followed too much the devices 
and desires of our own hearts. We have offended 
against thy holy laws. We have left undone 
those things which we ought to have done; and 
we have done those things which we ought not 
to have done; and there is no health in us. 

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
miserable offenders. Spare thou those, O God, 
who confess their faults. Restore thou those 
who are penitent, according to thy promises 
declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for 
his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, 
righteous, and sober life; to the glory of thy 
holy name. Amen. 


Eternal God, our judge and redeemer: we 
confess that we have tried to hide from thee, 
for we have done wrong. We have lived for 
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ourselves. We have refused to shoulder the 
troubles of others, and turned from our 
neighbors. We have ignored the pain of the 
world, and passed by the hungry, the poor, and 
the oppressed. O God, in thy great mercy, 
forgive our sin and free us from selfishness, 
that we may choose thy will and obey thy 
commandments; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


The people may pray silently, confessing their sin. 
Then, one of the following responses may be 
said or sung : 


Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 


Thou art the Lord, Giver of mercy. 
Thou art the Christ, Giver of mercy. 
Thou art the Lord, Giver of mercy. 


DECLARATION OF PARDON 


Let the minister say one of the following : 


God shows his love for us in that while we were 
yet sinners Christ died for us. 


He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. 


Or: The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners. 


Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has passed away, behold, 
the new has come. 


And: "The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to 
everlasting. I declare unto you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 


O Lord, open thou our lips, 
And our mouths shall show forth thy praise. 
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Or: 


Let the people give thanks by using a psalm, 
said or sung, the Gloria Patri, the Gloria in 
Excelsis, or some other hymn of praise. 


PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 


Before the reading of the Scripture lessons, the 
Collect for the Day may be used, or one of the 


following Prayers for Illumination; or a like 


prayer: 
Let us pray. 


Prepare our hearts, O Lord, to accept thy 
Word. Silence in us any voice but thine own, 
that hearing, we may also obey thy will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Guide us, O Lord, by thy Word and Holy 

Spirit, that in thy light we may see light, in thy 
truth find freedom, and in thy will discover thy 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 


Before the Old Testament lesson, let the reader 
say: 


Hear the Word of Godin... 


After the Old Testament lesson, the reader may 
say: 


Here ends the reading from the Old Testament. 


After the lesson, there may be an anthem, 
canticle, or psalm. 


NEW TESTAMENT LESSON(S) 


Before the reading of the New Testament lesson, 
or lessons, let the reader say: 


Hear the Word of Godin... 


After the New Testament lesson, or lessons, the 
reader may say: 


Here ends the reading from the New Testament. 
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Or: 


The Lord bless to us the reading of his holy 
Word, and to his name be glory and praise. 
Amen. 


SERMON 


When the Scripture has been read, its message 
shall be proclaimed in a Sermon. The Sermon 
may be followed by an Ascription of Praise: 


Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honor and power and might be to our 
God for ever and ever. Amen. 


Now to him who by the power at work within 
us is able to do far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


At this time an INVITATION may be given to any 
who may wish to respond to God's Word by 
professing their faith, or by renewing their 
obedience to Christ. 


CREED 


The people may stand and say a Creed of the 
church. 


Let us confess our faith. 


We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the 
Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God 
of true God; begotten, not made; of the same 
being as the Father; by whom all things came 
to be; who for us men and our salvation came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; 
and was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, 
and suffered and was buried; and the third 

day he rose again according to the Scriptures; 
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Or: 


and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father; and he will come 
again with glory to judge the living and the 
dead; his kingdom shall have no end. And in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, 
who proceeds from the Father, who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified; who spoke by the prophets. 


And in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
church; we confess one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins; we look for the resurrection 
of the dead; and the life of the coming age. 
Amen. 


I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from there he shall come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgive- 
ness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 


This is the good news which we received, in 
which we stand, and by which we are saved: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day: and that he appeared to 
Peter, then to the Twelve and to many faithful 
witnesses. 

We believe he is the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God. He is the First and the Last, the 
Beginning and the End. He is our Lord and 
our God. Amen. 
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A hymn may be sung; and announcements 
concerning the life of the church may be made. 


INTERCESSION 


The minister, or the minister and the people in 
unison, may offer any or all of the following 
prayers, or others as may be desired: 


The Lord is risen. 
Response He is risen indeed. 
Let us pray. 


Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ taught us 
to pray, and promised that what we ask in his 
name will be given us: so guide us by thy Holy 
Spirit, that our prayers for others may serve 
thy will and show thy steadfast love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for the world. 


Silent prayer. 


Lord of all the worlds that are, Savior of men: 
we pray for the whole creation; order the unruly 
powers; crush every tyranny; rebuke injustice; 
feed and satisfy the longing peoples, that in 
freedom all thy children may enjoy the good 
world which thou hast made, and glory in thy 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Let us pray for the church. 


Silent prayer. 


Most gracious God, who hast set one table 
before us and called us into fellowship with 
thee: we pray that the church, gathered by thy 
Word and Spirit, may be a faithful witness to 
thee in all the world; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for peace. 
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Silent prayer. 


Eternal God, send peace on earth, and by thy 
grace put down the pride, greed, and anger that 
turn man against man, and nation against 
nation. Speed the day when wars are ended and 
all men call thee Father; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for our enemies. 


Silent prayer. 


O Thou whom we cannot love unless we love 
our brother: remove from us and all men both 
hate and prejudice, that thy children may be 
reconciled with those whom they fear, resent, 
or threaten; and thereafter live in peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for those in authority. 


Silent prayer. 


Mighty God, Lord of the nations: direct all 
those who govern us; thy servant . . . (the first 
name of the President), President of the United 
States, and those with authority 1n every land, 
that they may be led by thy wisdom, and rule 
with justice and mercy; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for our work. 


Silent prayer. 


Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy 
most gracious favor, and further us with thy 
continual help, that in all our works begun, 
continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify 
thy holy name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for the sick. 
Silent prayer. 
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Merciful God, who dost bear the pain of the 
world: look with compassion upon those who 
are sick (and especially upon . . .), that they 
may be strengthened by thy presence and healed 
by thy grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Let us pray for the sorrowing. 

Silent prayer. j 

God of comfort, stand beside those who sorrow 
(especially . . .), that they may be sure that 
neither death nor life, nor things present, nor 
things to come, shall be able to separate them 
from thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Let us pray for family and friends. 


Silent prayer. 


O God, our Father: bless us and those we love, 
our friends and families, that, drawing close to 
thee, we may be drawn closer to each other; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this 
time with one accord to make our common 
supplications unto thee, and dost promise that 
when two or three are gathered together in thy 
name thou wilt grant their requests: fulfill now, 
O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy 
servants, as may be most expedient for them; 
granting us in this world knowledge of thy 
truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 
Amen. 


It is fitting that the Lord's Supper be celebrated 
as often as each Lord's Day. 

If the Lord's Supper is not celebrated, an 
alternative ending is suggested (Editor). 
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INVITATION To THE LORD’S TABLE 


The minister shall call the people to the Lord’s 
table, saying: 


This is the Lord’s table. Our Savior invites 
those who trust him to share the feast which he 
has prepared. 


OFFERING 


Then the minister shall say: 


Let us bring our gifts to Almighty God. 


As the offerings of the people are gathered, there 
may be an anthem or other appropriate music. 
Then, as the offerings, which may include the 
bread and the wine, are brought forward, the 
minister shall say: 


Praise God for his gifts. 
A hymn or doxology may be sung. 


WORDS OF INSTITUTION 


The apostle Paul has written: 


The Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body 
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.’ In the same way also the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes. 


Luke, the Evangelist, has written of our risen 
Lord: 


When he was at table with them, he took the 
bread and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to 
them. And their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him. 
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Response 


Response 


Response 


Response 


THE PEACE 


Beloved, this is the joyful feast of the people of 
God. 


Men will come from east and west, and from 
north and south, and sit at table in the 
kingdom of God. 


Behold, how good and pleasant it is when 
brothers dwell in unity. 


The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. 


Amen. 


EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 


Let the minister and the people say one of the 
following: 


Lift up your hearts. Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up We lift them up 

unto the Lord. unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto Great is the Lord and 
the Lord our God. greatly to be praised. 
It is meet and right Let us give thanks 

so to do. unto the Lord our God. 


It is very meet, right, 

and our bounden duty 

that we should at all 

times and in all places 

give thanks unto thee, 

O Holy Lord, Father O Holy Lord, Father 
Almighty, Everlasting Almighty, Everlasting 
God: God; 


Let the minister then continue the Eucharistic 
Prayer: 


We thank thee for commanding light to shine 
out of darkness, for stretching out the heavens, 
and laying the foundations of the earth: for 
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making all things through thy Word. We thank 
thee for creating us in thine 1mage and for 
keeping us in thy steadfast love. We praise thee 
for calling us to be thy people, for revealing 
thy purpose in the law and the prophets, and 
for dealing patiently with our pride and 
disobedience. 

Great and wonderful are thy deeds. Just and 
true are thy ways. With all the company of 
heaven, we glorify thy name, O Lord, for thou 
alone art holy: 


Response Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts; 


Response 


Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 


All glory be to thee, O God our Father, for 
Jesus Christ thy Son, who was born of Mary 
and lived among us full of grace and truth, who 
died on the cross in obedience to thee and was 
raised from the dead by thy power to be Lord 
of creation and head of the church, his body. 


We thank thee that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 

“፲ከ15 is my body which 15 for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also the 
cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 


Remembering the Lord Jesus Christ, we take 
this bread and this cup, proclaiming his death 
for the sins of the world, and confessing his 
resurrection until he comes again. 


Blessed 15 he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Grant, O Lord, by thy Holy Spirit, that the 
bread we break and the cup we share may be 
for us a means of grace; that receiving them, 
we may be made one with Christ and he with 
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us, and remain faithful members of his body 
until we feast with him anew in his kingdom. 


Praying together. 


O God, who hast called us from death to life: 
we offer ourselves to thee, and with thy church 
through all ages, we thank and praise thee for 
thy redeeming love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it 15 in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 1s 
the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 


The minister shall break bread in the presence of 
the people, saying : 


Jesus said: Take; this 15 my body. 


The minister shall pour the wine in the presence 
of the people, saying: 


Jesus said: This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many. 


The following response may be said or sung: 


O Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world. 

Have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world, 

Grant us thy peace. 


The minister and those assisting him shall 
themselves partake, and shall distribute the 
bread and the wine to the people. As the minister 
gives the bread and wine, he may say: 


Jesus said: I am the bread of life; he who comes 
to me shall not hunger, and he who believes in 
me shall never thirst. 
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| And: 


Response 


Response 


Jesus said: 1 am the vine, you are the branches, 
for apart from me you can do nothing. 


When all the people have received, the minister 
shall say: 


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. Amen. 


Then the minister and the people shall give 
thanks, saying: 


Bless the Lord, O my soul; 

And all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

And forget not all his benefits. 

Let us pray. 


'THANKSGIVING AFTER THE SUPPER 


O God, who hast so greatly loved us, long 
sought us, and mercifully redeemed us: give us 
grace that in everything we may yield ourselves, 
our wills and our works, a continual thank 
offering unto thee; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS 


God of our fathers: we praise thee for all thy 
servants who, having witnessed to thee on earth, 
now live with thee in heaven. Keep us in 
fellowship with them until we meet with all the 
faithful in the joy of thy kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


After the singing of a hymn or the Nunc 
Dimittis, the minister shall dismiss the people, 
saying: 


Go forth into the world in peace; be of good 
courage; hold fast that which is good; render 
to no man evil for evil; strengthen the faint- 
hearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; 
honor all men; love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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And: 


Or: 


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. Amen. 


Now may the God of peace who brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the 
eternal covenant, equip you with everything 
good that you may do his will, working in you 
that which is pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


From The Book Of Common Worship, 
Provisional Services. The Westminster Press. 
Copyright 1966, W. L. Jenkins. Used by 
permission. 
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Order for the Public Worship 


of God 


Service for the Lord's Day in 
Contemporary Language 


Minister 


People 
Minister 
People 


Minister 


Minister 


CALL To WORSHIP 


God loved the world so much that he gave his 
only Son that everyone who believes in him 
should not be lost, but should have eternal life. 


The darkness is beginning to lift and the true 
light 15 now shining in the world. 

Let us therefore fling away the things men do 
in the dark; let us arm ourselves for the fight 
of the day! 


Thank God, the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that in his great mercy we have 
been born again into a life of hope, through 
Christ's rising from the dead! 


Amen. 
Why did God create us? 
To praise him forever. 


Let us sing praises to our God. 
A hymn of praise shall be sung. 


CONFESSION OF SIN 


The proof of God's amazing love is this: that it 
was while we were sinners Christ died for us. 

It is in the same Jesus, because we have faith 
in him, that we dare with confidence to 
approach God. 


Let us admit our guilt before God. 
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Minister 
and 
People 


Minister 


And: 


People 


Minister 
and 
People 


Minister 


People 


Father, we have done wrong; by not caring 
when we should have loved; by our indifference 
to the cry of need; and by hating and ignoring 
our neighbors. We have rejected the way of your 
Son, and no longer deserve to be called your 
children. O God, we cannot help ourselves; 
forgive us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


DECLARATION OF PARDON 


This statement is completely reliable and should 
be universally accepted: Christ Jesus entered 
the world to rescue sinners. 


He personally bore our sins in his body on the 
cross, so that we might be dead to sin and be 
alive to all that is good. 


Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, 
and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for 
us. 


If a man is in Christ he becomes a new person 
altogether—the past is finished and gone, 
everything has become fresh and new. 


God’s mercy never ends. I tell you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 


Amen. 


The people shall stand to sing the Kyrie Eleison, 
or some other song of praise. 


You are the Lord, Giver of mercy! 
You are the Christ, Giver of mercy! 
You are the Lord, Giver of mercy! 


PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Let us pray. 


O God, tell us what we need to hear and show 
us what we ought to do to obey your Son, 
Jesus Christ. 


Amen. 
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Minister 
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Minister 
People 


Minister 


OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 


After the reading from the Old Testament, an 
anthem, canticle, or psalm may be sung. 


NEW TESTAMENT LESSON(S) 
SERMON 


When the Scripture has been read, its message 
shall be proclaimed in a Sermon. 


After the Sermon, an INVITATION may be 
given to any who wish to answer God's Word 
by declaring their faith, or by renewing their 
obedience to Christ. 


CREED 
Let us say what we believe. 


The people shall stand to say a Creed of the 
church, or the following: 


This is the good news which we received, in 
which we stand, and by which we are saved: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day: and that he appeared 
to Peter, then to the Twelve and to many 
faithful witnesses. 


We believe he is the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God. He is the First and the Last, the 
Beginning and the End. He is our Lord and our 
God. Amen. 


A hymn may be sung ; and announcements con- 
cerning the life of the church may be made. 


INTERCESSION 
The Lord is risen. 
He is risen indeed. 


Let us pray. 
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People 


Minister 


Minister 


Father, whose Son Jesus Christ taught us to 
pray: let our prayers for others be the kind you 
want, and not just ways of getting what we want, 
who already have so much in Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. 


Amen. 


Here the minister, or members of the congrega- 
tion, may offer brief intercessions that speak 
concern for particular needs of the world, the 
community, and the parish. Before each of the 
intercessions the minister, or leader, may say: 


Let us pray for... 


After silence, the brief intercession may be 
offered. At the conclusion of each prayer, the 
people may say: 


Amen. 


It is fitting that the Lord’s Supper be celebrated 
as often as each Lord's Day. If the Lord's Supper 
is omitted, an alternative ending is suggested 
(Editor). 


INVITATION To THE LORD’S TABLE 


Dear Friends, this 15 the banquet that our Lord 
prepared for those who love him. 


Let us bring our gifts. 


OFFERING 


As the offerings of the people are gathered, an 
anthem may be sung, or other music provided. 
When the offerings, which may include the bread 
and the wine, are brought forward, let the minister 
say: 


Praise God for his gifts! 


A hymn or a doxology may be sung. 


106 


Minister 


Minister 
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Minister 


Minister 
People 
Minister 
People 


Minister 


WORDS OF INSTITUTION 


Luke, the Evangelist, wrote of our risen Lord, 
that when he was at table with them, he took 
bread and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to 
them. And their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him. 


Men will come from east and west, and from 
north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom 
of God. 


Come, for all is ready. 
THE PEACE 


Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ 
has opened his heart to us, and God will be 
glorified. 


The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 


EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us glorify God. 

For all his goodness to us. 


All glory is yours, Eternal God, who made the 
universe. We praise you for this earth, for life 
and breath, for beauty we have seen and 
wonders still to come. From the beginning, your 
living Word has guided and corrected us. Your 
prophets have called us from disobedience, and 
prepared us for the coming of your Son. 


We praise you for the Christ, who chose to come 
as one of us, and lived among us full of grace 
and truth. For us he became poor, and knew 

the sadness in our days; and for us he died on 
the cross and was buried. In him we know 
forgiveness and the lifting of burdens. He brings 
light to our darkness and opens our eyes to 

your great glory. 
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Minister 


Minister 
and 
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For you raised him from the dead and set him 
over all creation. Through your Holy Spirit we 
are members of his body, the church, and heirs 
of the promise of eternal life. Therefore with 
grateful hearts we join the faithful who, in all 
times and places, praise your name, saying: 


Holy, holy, holy, 

God of power and majesty, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
O God Most High! 


Holy Father, we thank you that the Lord 
Jesus, on the night when he was arrested, took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke 
it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. 
Do this in remembering me.' In the same way, 
he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembering me.' 


We remember you, Lord Jesus, as you com- 
manded, confident we shall know you in the 
breaking of bread. We remember you, O Christ, 
confident you will seal the new covenant in our 
hearts as we drink this cup. 


O Holy Spirit, who brought us here to proclaim 
the risen Lord, unite us in one body with him 
who loved us and gave himself for us. 


O God, who called us from death to life: we 
give ourselves to you; and with the church 
through all ages, we thank you for your saving 
love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, may your name be 
honored. May your kingdom come and your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
today the food we need; and forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who have wronged us. 
Keep us clear of temptation, and save us from 
evil. For the kingdom and power and glory are 
yours forever. Amen. 
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Minister 


Minister 


And: 


Minister 
People 
Minister 


and 
People 


Minister 


People 


The minister shall break bread in the presence 
of the people. 


Jesus said: Take this and eat; this is my body. 


The minister shall pour the wine in the presence 
of the people. 


Jesus said: Drink from it, all of you. This is my 
blood, the blood of the covenant, shed for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 


The following words may be used as the bread 
and the wine are distributed: 


I am the bread of life. The man who comes to 
me will never be hungry and the man who 
believes in me will never again be thirsty. 


I am the vine; you are the branches. Apart 
from me you can do nothing at all. 


When all the people have received, let the 
minister say: 


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. 


Amen. 


Alleluia! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, 
has come into his kingdom! Let us rejoice, let 
us be glad with all our hearts. Let us give him 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 


Let us pray. 


God of our fathers: we praise you for all your 
servants who, having been faithful to you on 
earth, now live with you in heaven. Keep us in 
fellowship with them until we meet with all 

your children in the joy of the kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 


A hymn may be sung. 
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Minister 
and 
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Go out into the world in peace; have courage; 
hold on to what is good; return no man evil 
for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support 
the weak; help the suffering; honor all men; 
love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love 
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 


Alleluia! Amen. 


From The Book Of Common Worship, 
Provisional Services. The Westminster Press. 
Copyright 1966, W. L. Jenkins. Used by 
permission. 
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THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


It is to the Roman Catholic Church that all Western 
Christians owe the modern revival of interest in liturgical 
worship. The founders of the Liturgical Movement in the 
nineteenth century were largely interested in reviving what 
they conceived to be the splendour of Catholic worship as 
it had been practiced at the height of the Middle Ages. 

In the early years of the twentieth century, the Movement 
took a new lease on life and since that time its influence 
has spread far beyond the confines of the church where it 
began. It was not until recently however, that the pressure 
for the use of the vernacular in Catholic worship became 
so great that Latin was abandoned. Even then, there was 
great reluctance to give up Latin in the Canon of the Mass 
which, with minor additions, had been the unvariable 
Eucharistic Prayer of the Church of the West from the 
time of Gregory the Great until the sixteenth century. It 
was one of the main targets of the Protestant Reformers 
and consequently those who remained loyal to traditional 
Catholicism became more attached to it than ever. 

The impulse for a change in the language of worship 
which the Liturgical movement had engendered was 
strengthed by the Second Vatican Council and particularly 
by the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy which received 
the practically unanimous consent of the Council on 
4 December, 1963. In less than five years the Post-Conciliar 
Commission on Liturgy had translated the Roman Canon 
into English and prepared three new canons: a decree 
authorizing their use was issued by the Congregation of 
Rites on 23 May, 1968. 

The Roman Catholic Church therefore finds itself with 
more variation at the heart of its Eucharistic liturgy than 
any of the churches which have had a vernacular liturgy 
for many generations. 
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Eucharistic Prayer I 
The Roman Canon 


PRAISE TO THE FATHER 


We come to you, Father, 

with praise and thanksgiving, 

through Jesus Christ your Son. 

Through him we ask you to accept and bless 
these gifts we offer you in sacrifice. 


INTERCESSIONS: FOR THE CHURCH 


We offer them for your holy catholic Church, 
watch over it, Lord, and guide it; 

grant it peace and unity throughout the world. 
We offer them for N. our Pope, 

for N. our bishop, 

and for all who hold and teach the catholic 
faith 

that comes to us from the apostles. 
Remember, Lord, your people, 

especially those for whom we now pray, N. & N. 
Remember all of us gathered here before you. 
You know how firmly we believe in you 

and dedicate ourselves to you. 

We offer you this sacrifice of praise 

for ourselves and those who are dear to us, 
We pray to you, our living and true God, 

for our well-being and redemption. 


IN COMMUNION WITH THE SAINTS 


In union with the whole Church 

we honor Mary, 

the ever-virgin mother of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and God. 
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We honor Joseph, her husband, 

the apostles and martyrs Peter and Paul, 
Andrew, James, John, 

Thomas, James, Philip, 

Bartholomew, Matthew, Simon and Jude; 
we honor Linus, Cletus, Clement, Sixtus, 
Cornelius, Cyprian, Lawrence, Chrysogonus, 
John and Paul, Cosmas and Damian, 

and all the saints. 

May their merits and prayers 

gain us your constant help and protection. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Father, accept this offering 

from your whole family. 

Grant us your peace in this life, 

save us from final damnation, 

and count us among those you have chosen. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Bless and approve our offering; 
make it acceptable to you, 

an offering in spirit and in truth. 
Let it become for us 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 
your only Son, our Lord. 


THE LORD’S SUPPER 


The day before he suffered 

he took bread in his sacred hands 
and looking up to heaven, 

to you, his almighty Father, 

he gave you thanks and praise. 

He broke the bread, 

gave it to his disciples, and said: 
Take this, all of you, and eat it: 

this is my body. 

When supper was ended, 

he took the cup. 

Again he gave you thanks and praise, 
gave the cup to his disciples, and said: 
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Take this, all of you, and drink from it: 

this is the cup of my blood, 

the blood of the new and everlasting covenant— 
the mystery of faith. 

It will be shed for you and for all men 

so that sins may be forgiven. 

Whenever you do this, 

you will do it in memory of me. 


THE MEMORIAL PRAYER 


Father, we celebrate the memory of Christ, 
your Son. 

We, your people and your ministers, 

recall his passion, 

his resurrection from the dead, 

and his ascension into glory; 

and from the many gifts you have given us 
we Offer to you, God of glory and majesty, 
this holy and perfect sacrifice: 

the bread of life 

and the cup of eternal salvation. 

Look with favor on these offerings 

and accept them as once you accepted 

the gifts of your servant Abel, 

the sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith, 
and the bread and wine offered by your priest 
Melchisedech. 

Almighty God, 

we pray that your angel may take this sacrifice 
to your altar in heaven. 

Then, as we receive from this altar 

the sacred body and blood of your Son, 

let us be filled with every grace and blessing. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For THE DEAD 


Remember, Lord, those who have died 

and have gone before us marked with the 

sign of faith, 

especially those for whom we now pray, N. & N. 
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May these, and all who sleep in Christ, 
find in your presence 

light, happiness, and peace. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For ourselves, too, we ask 

Some share in the fellowship of your apostles 
and martyrs, 

with John the Baptist, Stephen, Matthias, 
Barnabas, 

Ignatius, Alexander, Marcellinus, Peter, 
Felicity, Perpetua, Agatha, Lucy, 

Agnes, Cecilia, Anastasia, 

and all the saints. 

Though we are sinners, 

we trust in your mercy and love. 

Do not consider what we truly deserve, 
but grant us your forgiveness, 

through Christ our Lord. 

Through him you give us all these gifts. 
You fill them with life and goodness, 

you bless them and make them holy. 


CONCLUDING DOXOLOGY 


Through him, 

with him, 

in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, 
almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. 


All reply Amen. 
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Eucharistic Prayer II 


PRAISE To THE FATHER 


Father, it is our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere 

to give you thanks 

through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

He is the Word through whom you made the 
universe, 

the Savior you sent to redeem us. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit 

he took flesh and was born of the 

Virgin Mary. 

For our sake he opened his arms on the cross; 
he put an end to death 

and revealed the resurrection. 

In this he fulfilled your will 

and won for you a holy people. 

And so we join the angels and the saints 

in proclaiming your glory 

as we sing (say): 


First ACCLAMATION Or THE PEOPLE 


Holy, holy, holy... 


INVOCATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Lord, you are holy indeed, 

the fountain of all holiness. 

Let your Spirit come upon these gifts to 

make them holy, 

so that they may become for us 

the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 


Tif 


Priest 


People 


THE Lonp's SUPPER 


Before he was given up to death, 

a death he freely accepted, 

he took bread and gave you thanks. 

He broke the bread, 

gave it to his disciples, and said: 

Take this, all of you, and eat it: 

this is my body which will be given up for you. 
When supper was ended, he took the cup. 
Again he gave you thanks and praise, 

gave the cup to his disciples, and said: 

Take this, all of you, and drink from it: 

this is the cup of my blood, 

the blood of the new and everlasting covenant. 
It will be shed for you and for all men 

so that sins may be forgiven. 

Do this in memory of me. 


Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 


MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION OF THE PEOPLE 


Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 


THE MEMORIAL PRAYER 


In memory of his death and resurrection, 
we offer you, Father, this life-giving bread, 
this saving cup. 

We thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 


INVOCATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

May all of us who share in the body and blood 
of Christ 

be brought together in unity by the Holy Spirit. 
INTERCESSIONS: FOR THE CHURCH 


Lord, remember your Church throughout the 
world; 
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All reply 


make us grow in love, 
together with N. our Pope, 
N. our bishop, and all the clergy. * 


For THE DEAD 


Remember our brothers and sisters 
who have gone to their rest 

in the hope of rising again; 

bring them and all the departed 
into the light of your presence. 


IN COMMUNION WITH THE SAINTS 


Have mercy on us all; 

make us worthy to share eternal life 
with Mary, the virgin Mother of God, 
with the apostles, 


and with all the saints who have done your will 
throughout the ages. 

May we praise you in union with them, 

and give you glory 

through your Son, Jesus Christ. 


CONCLUDING DOXOLOGY 


Through him, 

with him, 

in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, 
almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. 


Amen. 


*In masses for the Dead the following may be added: 


Remember N., whom you have called from this life. 
In baptism he [she] died with Christ: 
may he [she] also share his resurrection. 
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Eucharistic Prayer III 


FIRST ACCLAMATION OF THE PEOPLE 
Holy, holy, ce 
PRAISE TO THE FATHER 


Father, you are holy indeed, 

and all creation rightly gives you praise. 
All life, all holiness comes from you 
through your. Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
by working of the Holy Spirit. 

From age to age you gather a people 

to yourself, 

so that from east to west 

a perfect offering may be made 

to the glory of your name. 


INVOCATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


And so, Father, we bring you these gifts. 

We ask you to make them holy by the power 
of your Spirit, 

that they may become the body and blood 

of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

at whose command we celebrate this eucharist. 


THE LORD’S SUPPER 


On the night he was betrayed, 

he took bread and gave you thanks 

and praise. 

He broke the bread, gave it to his 

disciples, and said: 

Take this, all of you, and eat it: 

this is my body which will be given up for you. 
When supper was ended, he took the cup. 
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Priest 


People 


Again he gave you thanks and praise, 

gave the cup to his disciples, and said: 

Take this, all of you, and drink from it: 

this 15 the cup of my blood, 

the blood of the new and everlasting covenant. 
It will be shed for you and for all men 

so that sins may be forgiven. 

Do this in memory of me. 


Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 


MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION Or THE PEOPLE 


Christ has died, 
Christ 1s risen, 
Christ will come again. 


THE MEMORIAL PRAYER 


Father, calling to mind the death your Son 
endured for our salvation, 

his glorious resurrection and ascension into 
heaven, 

and ready to greet him when he comes again, 
we offer you in thanksgiving this holy and 
living sacrifice. 

Look with favor on your Church's offering, 
and see the Victim whose death has reconciled 
us to yourself. 


INVOCATION Or THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Grant that we, who are nourished by his body 
and blood, 

may be filled with his Holy Spirit, 

and become one body, one spirit in Christ. 


INTERCESSIONS: 
IN COMMUNION WITH THE SAINTS 


May he make us an everlasting gift to you 
and enable us to share in the inheritance 
of your saints, 

with Mary, the virgin Mother of God; 
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with the apostles, the martyrs, 
(Saint N.) and all your saints, 
on whose constant intercession we reply for help. 


For THE CHURCH 


Lord, may this sacrifice, which has made our 
peace with you, 

advance the peace and salvation of all the world. 
Strengthen in faith and love your pilgrim 
Church on earth: 

your servant, Pope N., our bishop N., 

and all the bishops, 

with the clergy and the entire people your Son 
has gained for you. 

Father, hear the prayers of the family you have 
gathered here before you. 

In mercy and love unite all your children 
wherever they may be.* 


For THE DEAD 


Welcome into your kingdom our departed 
brothers and sisters, 
and all who have left this world in your friendship. 


* In Masses for the Dead the following is said: 
Remember N. 
In baptism he [she] died with Christ: 
may he [she] also share his resurrection, 
when Christ will raise our mortal bodies 
and make them like his own in glory. 
Welcome into your kingdom our departed brothers and 
sisters, 
and all who have left this world in your friendship. 
There we hope to share in your glory 
when every tear will be wiped away. 
On that day we shall see you, our God, as you are. 
We shall become like you 
and praise you for ever through Christ our Lord, 
from whom all good things come. 
Through him, 
with him, 
in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, 
almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 


All reply: Amen. 
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We hope to enjoy for ever the vision of your 
glory, 

through Christ our Lord, from whom all good 
things come. 


CONCLUDING DOXOLOGY 


Through him, 

with him, 

in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, 
almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. 


All reply Amen. 
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Eucharistic Prayer IV 


PREFACE 


Father in heaven, it is right that we should 

give you thanks and glory: | 

you alone are God, living and true. 

Through all eternity you live in unapproachable 
light. 

Source of life and goodness, you have 

created all things, 

to fill your creatures with every blessing 

and lead all men to the joyful vision of your light. 
Countless hosts of angels stand before you 

to do your will; 

they look upon your splendor 

and praise you, night and day. 

United with them, and in the name of 

every creature under heaven, 

we too praise your glory as we sing (say): 


FIRST ACCLAMATION Or THE PEOPLE 


Holy, holy, holy.... 


PRAISE To THE FATHER 


Father, we acknowledge your greatness: 

all your actions show your wisdom and love. 
You formed man in your own likeness 

and set him over the whole world 

to serve you, his creator, 

and to rule over all creatures. 

Even when he disobeyed you and lost 

your friendship 

you did not abandon him to the power of death, 
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but helped all men to seek and find you. 
Again and again you offered a covenant to man, 
and through the prophets taught him to 

hope for salvation. 

Father, you so loved the world 

that in the fullness of time you sent your only 
Son to be our Savior. 

He was conceived through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, 

and born of the Virgin Mary, 

a man like us in all things but sin. 

To the poor he proclaimed the good news of 
salvation, 

to prisoners, freedom, 

and to those in sorrow, joy. 

In fulfillment of your will 

he gave himself up to death; 

but by rising from the dead, 

he destroyed death and restored life. 

And that we might live no longer for ourselves 
but for him, 

he sent the Holy Spirit from you, Father, 

as his first gift to those who believe, 

to complete his work on earth 

and bring us the fullness of grace. 


INVOCATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Father, may this Holy Spirit sanctify these 
offerings. 

Let them become the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord 

as we celebrate the great mystery 

which he left us as an everlasting covenant. 


THE Lonp's SUPPER 


He always loved those who were his own 
in the world. 

When the time came for him to be glorified 
by you, 

his heavenly Father, 
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he showed the depth of his love. 

While they were at supper, 

he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take this, all of you, and eat it: 

this is my body which will be given up for you. 
In the same way, he took the cup, filled with 
wine. 

He gave you thanks, and giving the cup to 

his disciples, said: 

Take this, all of you, and drink from it: 

this is the cup of my blood, 

the blood of the new and everlasting covenant. 
It will be shed for you and for all men 

so that sins may be forgiven. 

Do this in memory of me. 


Priest Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 


MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION Or THE PEOPLE 


People Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 


THE MEMORIAL PRAYER 


Father, we now celebrate this memorial 

of our redemption. 

We recall Christ's death, his descent among the 
dead, 

his resurrection, and his ascension to 

your right hand; 

and, looking forward to his coming in glory, 
we offer you his body and blood, 

the acceptable sacrifice which brings 
salvation to the whole world. 

Lord, look upon this sacrifice which you have 
given to your Church; 

and by your Holy Spirit, gather all who 

share this bread and wine 

into the one body of Christ, a living sacrifice 
of praise. 
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INTERCESSIONS: Fon THE CHURCH 


Lord, remember those for whom we offer 

this sacrifice, 

especially N. our Pope, 

N. our bishop, and bishops and clergy everywhere. 
Remember those who take part 18 this offering, 
those here present and all your people, 

and all who seek you with a sincere heart. 


For THE DEAD 


Remember those who have died in the 

peace of Christ 

and all the dead whose faith is known to you 
alone. 


IN COMMUNION WITH THE SAINTS 


Father, in your mercy grant also to us, 

your children, 

to enter into our heavenly inheritance 

in the company of the Virgin Mary, the 

Mother of God, 

and your apostles and saints. 

Then, in your kingdom, freed from the corruption 
of sin and death, 

we shall sing your glory with every creature through 
Christ our Lord, 

through whom you give us everything that 

is good. 


CONCLUDING DOXOLOGY 


Through him, 

with him, 

in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, 
almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. 


All reply Amen. 
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OTHER ÁCCLAMATIONS 
Priest Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 


People Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 


When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory. 


Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Savior of the world. 


Copyright, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 


The United Church of Canada came into being in 1925 

as a result of the union of the Methodist and Congrega- 
tional Churches and part of the Presbyterian Church. Its 
first Book of Common Order, a directory for worship, not 

a book of prescribed forms, was issued in 1932 and revised 
in 1950. This did not prevent the committee responsible for 
the book from recommending a Eucharistic liturgy which 
went beyond the Western tradition for some of its materials 
and stood much closer to Cranmer's First Prayer Book 
than did the Prayer Books used by the majority of 
Anglicans. 

The United Church has at the present time all but 
completed two new books for use in worship, one ‘for 
the use of ministers conducting public worship,’ the other 
to be put in the hands of the people. Both of them will 
be called A Service Book. 

In the Introduction, the compilers stress the fact that 
the ‘rubrics refer to structure and content, not to 
language,' the minister being free to use his own words if 
he so wishes. Further, they assert that their work has 
been guided by three concerns: To emphasize the unity of 
word and sacrament, to make it clear that worship is 
action, primarily God's action, and to give to the people 
of God their rightful place in worship. 

The Orders for the ‘Celebration of the Lord's Supper’ 
here printed are structurally the same. The second attempts 
*to express the thought and language of the first order in 
a colloquial idiom.’ 
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An Order for the Celebration of 
The Lord's Supper 


THE APPROACH 


The people having assembled, the minister shall 
call them to worship with sentences from Holy 
Scripture appropriate to the season of the 
Christian Year concluding with the following, 


What shall I render to the Lord for all his 
bounty to me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the 
name of the Lord. Psalm 116. 12,13 


A prayer of approach appropriate to the season of 
the Christian Year, or the following, shall be 
said, 


Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 
holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


A hymn of praise shall be sung. 


4 prayer of general confession shall be said by 
minister and people. 


O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

we confess to thee 

and to all the company of heaven 

and to one another 

that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed, 

and by omission, 

through our fault, our own grievous fault. 


I3] 


Then the minister shall call the people to make 
their private confession of sin, saying, 


Let each of us in silence humbly confess his sins 
to almighty God. 


After a period of silence the following may be 
sung or said, 


O Lamb of God, who takest away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us; 

O Lamb of God, who takest away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us; 

O Lamb of God, who takest away the sin of the 
world, grant us thy peace. 


The minister shall give an assurance of pardon. 


Here are words you may trust, words that merit 
full acceptance. 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
If we confess our sins, he is just, and may be 
trusted to forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
every kind of wrong. 

Therefore in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, I assure you that 
God has forgiven you your sins. 


Then may be sung a doxology or a suitable hymn 
of praise. 


THE WORD OF GOD PROCLAIMED 
AND ACKNOWLEDGED 


A prayer for grace appropriate to the season of 
the Christian Year shall be said. 


A lesson from the Old Testament, or from a book 
of the New Testament other than a gospel, or 
from both, appropriate to the season of the 
Christian Year, shall be read. 


A psalm or canticle shall be sung or said, with 
this conclusion, wherever appropriate, 


Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, 


132 


Minister 


People 


Minister 


People 


Minister 


People 


and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 


A lesson from one of the gospels appropriate to 
the season of the Christian Year shall be read. 


A sermon shall be preached. 
Prayer or an ascription shall follow. 


To him who loves us and freed us from our sins 
with his life's blood, who made of us a royal 
house, to serve as the priests of his God and 
Father—to him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever! Amen. 


Then the minister and people may make profes- 
sion of the faith of the church by singing or saying 
the Nicene Creed or the Apostles Creed or We 
praise thee, O God. 


A hymn may be sung. 
Prayers of intercession and commemoration of the 
dead shall follow. 


Let us pray for the peace of the whole world, for 
the extension of God's kingdom and for the 
salvation of all men. Silence. Lord, hear our 
prayer: 


And in thy love answer. 


Let us pray for the well-being of the churches of 
God and for the unity of them all, that they may 
fulfill their mission in the world. Silence. Lord, 
hear our prayer: 


And in thy love answer. 


Let us pray for ministers of word and sacra- 
ment, for missionaries, for elders and teachers, 
and for all who bear office in the church, that 
they may be faithful to the work committed to 
them. Silence. Lord, hear our prayer: 


And in thy love answer. 
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Minister 


People 


Minister 


People 


Minister 


People 


Minister 


People 


Minister 


People 


Let us pray for all who profess the name of 
Christ, and for any who this day sit at the Table 
of the Lord for the first time, that they may be 
kept in the way of salvation. Silence. Lord, 

hear our prayer: 


And in thy love answer. 


Let us pray for all entrusted with authority in 
nation and community, that they may order all 
things with justice and mercy. Silence. Lord, 
hear our prayer: 


And in thy love answer. 


Let us pray for the lonely and the troubled, for 
the sick and the sorrowful, and for those to 
whom death draws near, that they may be com- 
forted. Silence. Lord, hear our prayer: 


And in thy love answer. 


Let us pray for any whom we wish to remember 
by name. Silence. Lord, hear our prayer: 


And in thy love answer. 


Remembering what thy love has accomplished in 
thy saints, and thy faithfulness to those who 
have gone before us into thy presence, we com- 
mend ourselves and one another, and all our 
life, to Christ our Lord. 


Help, save and strengthen us, O God, by thy 
grace. Amen. 


Banns of marriage may be published and such 
announcements as are needful and fitting shall be 
made. 

THE WORD OF GOD ENACTED 

The minister may say, 


In the name of Jesus Christ I invite all who 
profess him as Lord and Saviour, and are seek- 
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Minister 
People 
Minister 


People 


Minister 
People 
Minister 


People 


ing to follow in his way and to live in unity one 
with the other, to come to his Table with 
reverence, faith and thanksgiving. Eat and drink 
for your strengthening that you may grow in 
grace and be blessed with all spiritual blessings, 
remembering that we, although many, are one 
body in him. 


Peace be with you; 

And love to one another. 

Christ is in the midst of us: 

He 15, and he will be! 

The offerings of the people shall be collected. 


A hymn shall then be sung, such as Ye gates, lift 
up your heads on high, during which the offerings 
shall be presented, the people standing. 


The bread and wine may be brought 
forward at the same time and placed on the Table. 


And the bread and wine shall be uncovered. 
An offertory prayer shall be said. 


Holy Father, who through the blood of thy 
dear Son hast consecrated for us a new and 
living way to thyself, we pray thee to accept 
and use us and these our gifts. All things come 
from thee and of thine own do we give thee; 
and to thee shall be the glory. Amen. 


The people may be seated. 


The minister shall say, and the people shall 
answer, as follows, 


Lift up your hearts; 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to him; 


It is right so to do. 
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Minister 


People 


Minister 


People 


Minister 


People 


Minister 


People 


Minister 


People 


All glory and thanksgiving be to thee, almighty 
God, for creating the heavens and the earth and 
all that is in them, for making man in thine own 
image, and for watching mercifully over all that 
thou hast made. 


Glory be to thee, O Lord. 


All glory and thanksgiving be to thee, our 
heavenly Father, for redeeming us in Jesus 
Christ thine only Son, who took our nature 
upon him and in obedience accepted death, 
even death on a cross; who by thy power was 
raised from the dead and was exalted for 
evermore. 


Glory be to thee, O Lord. 


Therefore with all creation and with all the com- 
pany of the redeemed we magnify thy glorious 
name, evermore praising thee, and saying, 


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 


Eternal God, King of heaven and earth: 

the life and death of thy Son our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, we proclaim; 

his resurrection from the dead and his ascension, 
we confess; 

his coming in triumph, we await. 


Even so, come Lord Jesus. 


Wherefore, O Father, we set forth before thee 
this holy supper, following his command who 


the night in which he was betrayed took bread 


and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, Take, eat: this is my body; 
who in the same way took the cup saying, This 
is my blood of the new covenant. 


Worthy is the Lamb, the Lamb that was slain, 
to receive all power and wealth, wisdom and 
might, honour and glory and praise. 
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Minister 
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Minister 


Minister 
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And now, Almighty God, we pray thee to send 
thy Holy Spirit that the bread which we break 
may be to us communion in the body of Christ, 
and the cup of blessing which we bless commun- 
ion in the blood of Christ; that being built up 

in love we may be strengthened in the unity of 
the faith and come to the fulness of the stature 
of Christ. 


And here, O Lord, in union with our Lord 
Christ, who gave himself for us and the world, 
and in fellowship with the whole church in 
heaven and on earth, we offer thee ourselves to 
be a living sacrifice, praying thee to accept us 
with this our worship of praise and thanksgiving. 
This we ask trusting in the eternal sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom and with whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and 
glory be unto thee, O Father almighty, world 
without end. Amen. 


And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 
we say, 


Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 


Then the minister shall take the bread and break- 
ing it shall say, 


The body of Christ broken for you. 
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Then he shall take the cup and say, 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 


The minister shall receive the bread and wine. 
The elders and the people shall receive the 
bread and wine. 


When the minister delivers the bread he shall say, 


The body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you 
unto eternal life. 


When the minister delivers the cup he shall say, 


The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you 
unto eternal life. 


What remains of the bread and wine shall be 
reverently placed upon the Table and covered. 


4 prayer of thanksgiving and supplication shall 
be said. 


Gracious God, we praise thee that in word and 
sacrament thou hast given us thy precious 
treasure, Jesus Christ the bread of life and the 
true vine; and we thank thee that thou hast 
brought us into communion with him and with 
one another; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Grant, O Lord, that the ears which have heard 
the voice of thy songs may be closed to the 
voice of clamour and dispute; that the eyes 
which have seen thy great love may also behold 
thy blessed hope; that the tongues which have 
sung thy praise may speak the truth; that the 
feet which have walked thy courts may walk in 
the region of light; and that the bodies which 
have tasted thy living body may be restored to 
newness of life. Glory be to thee for thine 
inexpressible gift. Amen. 


A hymn shall be sung. 
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The minister shall commission the people. 


Go into the world in the power of the Holy 
Spirit to fulfil your high calling as servants 
and soldiers of Jesus Christ. 


And he shall dismiss them with a blessing. 


The peace of God, which passes all understand- 
ing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 


Copyright, The United Church of Canada, 1969. 
Reproduced by permission. 
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Another Order for the 
Celebration of the Lord's Supper 


THE APPROACH 


The service shall begin by the minister saying 
sentences from scripture appropriate to the 
season of the Christian Year. He shall conclude 
with, 


What shall I give to God for all he has given 
me? I will thank him and acknowledge him 
before men. Psalm 116. 12,17 


A prayer of approach shall be said. It should be 
appropriate to the season of the Christian Year, 
but the following may be used. 


O God, how mighty you are. 

You know all that is in us, 

all that we hope for, 

all that we try to hide. 

Fill us with your Holy Spirit 

that our thoughts may be clean. 

Help us to love you with all our being 
and to show by our actions 

that we are truly your people; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


A hymn of praise shall be sung. 


Minister and people shall say together a prayer 
of general confession. 


We confess to you, God, that we have sinned 
in what we have thought, said and done. 
We confess that we have sinned also 
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in what we have not thought, or said, or done. 
Before all your people we confess this to you, 
we confess it openly to one another. 

These our faults have hurt us and hurt others; 
we cannot stand them any longer. 

Help us. | 

Rid us of our guilt. 


This shall be followed by a period of silence 
during which private confession shall be made. 


At the close of the private confession there shall 
be said or sung, 


Lord have mercy, 
Christ have mercy, 
Lord have mercy. 


An assurance of pardon shall be given by the 
minister. 


Here 15 good news for you. 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
If we confess our sins, he is just, and may be 
trusted to forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
every kind of wrong. 

So itis that I can assure you that your sins are 
forgiven. 


4 doxology may follow. 


THE WORD OF GOD PROCLAIMED AND 
ACKNOWLEDGED 


A prayer for grace shall be said. It should be 
appropriate to the season of the Christian Year. 


A lesson shall be read, It will be from the Old 
Testament or the New Testament, but not the 
gospel, and will be appropriate to the season of 
the Christian Year. If desired two lessons may 

be read at this point, one from the Old Testament 
and the other from the New Testament. 
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4 canticle or a psalm shall be sung or said. Where 
it is appropriate it will conclude with the 
following, 


Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 


A gospel lesson shall be read. It will be 
appropriate to the season of the Christian Year. 


4 sermon shall be preached. 


At the close of the sermon there should be a 
prayer or an ascription. 


A creed may be said. 
A hymn may be sung. 


Prayers of intercession of particular concern to 
the people shall be said. They should conclude 
with a remembrance of the dead. 


Banns of marriage may be published and any 
necessary announcements made. 


THE WORD Or GoD ENACTED 


Minister and people may declare their unity in 
Christ in this way: 


The minister and whoever is assisting him shall 
grasp each other either by the right hand or by 

the forearms. The minister shall say, “We are 

one in Christ," and the one addressed shall reply, 
*We are one indeed." Each shall then go to an 
elder, carry out the same action and say the same 
words. Thereupon the elders shall give the same 
greeting of action and word to one another and 
then to the first person in each pew. These persons 
shall then pass the greeting to the next person in the 
pew and so on until everyone in the congregation 
has expressed unity in Christ. 
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Minister 
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Minister 


An offering shall be collected. 


A hymn shall be sung during which the offering 
shall be brought forward. 


At the same time the bread and wine shall be 
carried up to the Table and placed on it. 


The bread and wine shall be uncovered. 


An offertory prayer shall be said by minister and 
people. 


We bring our gifts to you, O God. 
Here is the labour of our hands. 
Here is the love of our hearts. 
Accept them and use them; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The people shall remain standing. 


4 prayer of thanksgiving and consecration shall be 
said. 


Lift up your hearts; 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to him; 
It is right to do so. 


We thank you, God, 

that you are mighty; 

that you create everything, 

this earth and the universe of which it is part; 
that you make man like yourself and for yourself; 
that you care for all that you make. 


O God, how great you are. 


We thank you, God, 

that you give yourself; 

you gave Jesus your son, 

a man like us but unlike us faithful to you, 

a man who died as we die but unlike us accepted 
death even though it meant to be broken on a 
cross. 
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People 


Minister 


People 


Minister 


People 


Minister 


People 


Minister 


We thank you 

that you brought him to life again; 

that he lives now; 

that he will always live, exalted and triumphant. 


O God, how good you are. 


So it 15 that we, and all your people, are grateful 
to you. 

We acknowledge your greatness and goodness 
by saying, 


We thank you, God. We thank you. 
Everything reveals how great and good you are. 
We worship you. 


Before you, God, by what we do here, 

we celebrate the life and death of Jesus Christ; 
we declare our faith that he 1s alive and master of 
all; 

we witness to the hope that he will come again. 


Come, Lord Jesus, come. 


So it is we do what Jesus did the night he was 
betrayed. 

He took bread, thanked you, broke the bread 
and gave it to his followers, saying, 


_ “Take, eat, this is my body." 


He also took the cup, saying, 
“This is my blood, the blood of the new 
covenant." 


Worthy is Christ, Christ the sacrificed, to be 
praised and served. 


Send your Holy Spirit, God, on us and what we do 
that as we break bread and drink wine 

we may be united with Christ, 

he in us and we in him, 

that we who are many may be one in him. 

Make us strong in faith and love 

that we may become true men 

as Christ was truly man. 
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Minister As our Lord Jesus Christ offered himself to you, 
and () God, we offer ourselves to you, 
People as your people have done before, 
as they still do everywhere. 
Use us as you will 
that we may die to self to live for you. 
Accept us. 
Accept what we have said and done here. 
We have no right to ask this. 
But Christ was born and died for us. 
We ask it then in his name. Amen. 


The Lord's Prayer shall be said. 


Our Father in heaven, 

your name be hallowed, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us the wrong we have done, 

as we have forgiven those who have wronged us. 
And do not bring us to the test 

but save us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 


The minister shall take a large piece of bread, 
break it and say, 
The body of Christ broken for you. 


Then he shall take the cup and say, 

The blood of Christ shed for you. 

When the bread is given to the people the 
minister shall say, 

Jesus Christ, the bread of life. 

When the wine is given to the people the minister 
shall say, 


Jesus Christ, the true vine. 
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What remains of the bread and wine shall be put 
back on the Table and covered. 


A post-communion prayer shall be said by all. 


For the bread we have eaten, 
for the wine we have tasted, 

for the life we have received, 
we thank you, God. 


Grant that what we have done 

and have been given here 

may so put its mark upon us 

that it may remain always in our hearts. 

Grant that we may become mature Christians, 
that ours may be the faith which issues in action; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


A hymn shall be sung. 
A commissioning shall be given. 


Go into the world in the power of the Holy 
Spirit to fulfill your ministry as servants and 
soldiers of Jesus Christ. 


The service shall conclude with a blessing. 


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and fellowship in the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. Amen. 


Copyright, The United Church of Canada, 
1969. Reproduced by permission. 
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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


In 1957 the Reformed Church in the U.S.A. joined with 
the Congregational Christian Church to form the United 
Church of Christ. One interesting aspect of this union was 
that it brought together two traditions of worship: one in 
which freedom and spontaneity was stressed and one 
which had a strong tradition of a written liturgy. One of 
the first pieces of work produced by the new Church's 
Commission on Worship was The Lord's Day Service 
which was published in 1964. In 1966 this service was 
issued in a revised form with the title Service of Word and 
Sacrament I. Service of Word and Sacrament II which was 
published along with it ‘represents an effort to utilize 
contemporary English expression’ while retaining the same 
basic structure as Service I. 

One of the leading members of the Commission and a 
well-known authority on Worship in England, Horton 
M. Davies, in describing the services in Worship 
(November, 1967) said that the purpose of the Commission 
was not to provide either an unalterable form or an 
anthology. ‘Here is something in between. It is a guide 
to worship, with a carefully ordered structure and coherent 
theology of worship, but which also welcomes the sup- 
plementary use of free prayer, silent prayer, or bidding 
prayers, provided it does not break the basic order and 
progression of the service.’ (Italics his). 

The structure of the services no less than its title makes 
it clear that the Commission hopes for a more frequent 
celebration of the Eucharist in the United Church of 
Christ. 
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Service of Word and Sacrament I 


The people shall stand. The service shall open 
with suitable words of adoration through a hymn 
and any of the following sentences of scripture. 


The minister, standing at the Lord's table, 
shall say: 


In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


ADORATION 


The Lord is in his holy temple, let all the earth 
keep silence before him. 


O come, let us worship and bow down, let us 
kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For he is our 
God, and we are the people of his pasture, 

and the sheep of his hand. 


God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth. 


Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands! 
Serve the Lord with gladness! 


The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 


Our help is in the name of the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth. 


In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through him. 


Draw near to God and he will draw near to 
you. Humble yourselves before the Lord and 
he will exalt you. 
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Other suitable sentences of scripture may be 
used; the introit of the day may be used in 
place of the sentences. 


CONFESSION OF SIN 


If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, 
and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. Let us confess our sins to 
almighty God. 


The people may kneel. 


Gracious God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hast promised to receive us when we come 
to thee; we confess that we have sinned against 
thee in thought, word, and deed. We have 
disobeyed thy law. We have not loved thee or 
our neighbors as we ought. Forgive us, O God, 
and grant that we may live and serve thee in 
newness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Here may be sung or said the Kyrie Eleison. 


Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 


ASSURANCE OF PARDON 


Then shall the minister say: 


Beloved, God has promised us his mercy and 
has given us his Son, Jesus Christ, to die for 
our sins that we may live in newness of life, 
obedient to his will. Therefore, I announce, 
in the name of Christ, that your sins are 
forgiven according to the gospel. Amen. 


God shows his love for us in that while we 
were yet sinners Christ died for us. 
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God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 

There is therefore now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


PRAISE 


O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouths shall show forth thy praise. 


Here may be sung the Gloria in Excelsis, a 
psalm and the Gloria Patri, or a hymn of praise. 


Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men. We praise thee, we bless 
thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give 
thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, 
heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 


O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin 
of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that 
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. 


For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art 
most high in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 


THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 


Before the reading of scripture, the collect for 
the day may be said: or a prayer for illumination. 


A lesson from the Old Testament and a lesson, 
or lessons, from the New Testament shall be 
read. Before each lesson, the reader shall say: 


Hear the word of God in the... 


After each lesson, the reader shall say: 


Here ends the lesson (or Epistle, or Gospel). 
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When a Gospel lesson is announced, the people 
may say: 


Glory be to thee, O Lord. 


After the Gospel has been read, the people 
may respond: 


Praise be to thee, O Christ. 


When the scripture has been read, it shall be 
expounded in 


THE PREACHING Or THE SERMON 


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 


The people shall stand to confess their faith 
using the Nicene Creed, the Apostles’ Creed, 
or the Statement of Faith: 


We believe in one God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible; 


And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 
Son of God, begotten of his Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father; by whom all things 
were made; who, for us men and for our 
salvation, came down from heaven, and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, 
and was made man: and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was 
buried; and the third day he rose again, 
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the 
Father; and he shall come again, with glory, 

to judge both the living and the dead; whose 
kingdom shall have no end. 


And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
and Giver of life, who proceedeth from the 
Father; who with the Father and the Son 


152 


together is worshiped and glorified; who spake 
by the prophets. 


And we believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the remission of sins; and we look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 


I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, his 
only-begotten Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into 
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 


I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 


We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and our Father, and 
to his deeds we testify: 


He calls the worlds into being, 
creates man in his own image 
and sets before him the ways of life and death. 


He seeks in holy love to save all people from 
aimlessness and sin. 


He judges men and nations by his righteous will 
declared through prophets and apostles. 


In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, 
our crucified and risen Lord, 

he has come to us 

and shared our common lot, 
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conquering sin and death 
and reconciling the world to himself. 


He bestows upon us his Holy Spirit, 

creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, 
binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, 
tongues, and races. 


He calls us into his church 

to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, 

to be his servants in the service of men, 

to proclaim the gospel to all the world 

and resist the powers of evil, 

to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, 
to join him in his passion and victory. 


He promises to all who trust him 
forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 
courage in the struggle for justice and peace, 
his presence in trial and rejoicing, 

and eternal life in his kingdom which has 
no end. 


Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto 
him. Amen. 


Here a hymn or anthem may be sung. 
PRAYERS 


The minister, or the congregation in unison, 
may offer thanksgivings and petitions and any 
or all of the following intercessions; or other 
prayers or litanies as may be desired: 


The Lord be with you. 
And with thy Spirit. 
Let us pray. 


Almighty God, who hast taught us to pray for 
all men, and promised in Christ Jesus that 
whatever we ask in his name will be granted to 
us; hear us as we bring to thee the needs of 
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the world, and answer our prayers according 
to thy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


If biddings are used, silent prayer shall follow 
each of them. 


Let us pray for the church: 
Silent prayer. 


Most gracious God, who hast set one table 
before us and called us into fellowship with 
thee; we pray that the church, gathered by thy 
word and Spirit, may be a faithful witness to 
thee in the world; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for peace: 
Silent prayer. 


Eternal God, our Father, grant peace on earth 
and goodwill among men, that thy people 
everywhere may live together in harmony; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for those who rule: 


Silent prayer. 


Mighty God, Lord of the nations, govern those 
who govern us, thy servant . . . , the President 
of the United States, and those who share the 
public trust in every land; that they may be led 
by thy wisdom to govern righteously; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for those who work: 
Silent prayer. 


O Thou, who looking at all thy creation didst 
call it good, bless the work of our hands and 
our minds and grant that all we do may be 
well done and approved by thee; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Let us pray for the sick and the sorrowing. 
Silent prayer. 


Holy God, who dost bear the pain of the world, 
look with compassion upon those who are sick 
and sorrowing (and especially upon . . .), that 
they may know thy love and, by thy grace, be 
delivered from distress; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for the troubled: 
Silent prayer. 


O God, our strength, be with those who are 
anxious or tempted or doubting; guard them 
in their trials that they may be upheld and 
patiently await thy deliverance; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for our families and friends: 
Silent prayer. 


Almighty God, who hast set us in families and 
among friends, we commend to thy never-failing 
care all those who are dear to us, that they may 
remain forever in thy keeping; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for our enemies: 


Silent prayer. 


O Thou, whom we cannot love unless we love 
our brother, remember in mercy our enemies, 
and grant that they and we may be reconciled 
in Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever. 
Amen. 


Here special intercessions may be said. 


O Lord God, our present help and promised 
hope, we thank thee for all thy servants who 
having witnessed to thee in this life now dwell 
with thee in life eternal. Grant us grace so to 
walk in thy way that we may share with them 
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Or: 


the joy of thy presence; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
of whom the whole family in heaven and earth 
is named; we rejoice before thee 1n the blessed 
communion of all thy saints, wherein thou 
givest us also to have part. We praise thee 

for the holy fellowship of patriarchs and 
prophets, apostles and martyrs, and the whole 
glorious company of the redeemed of all ages, 
who have died in the Lord, and now live with 
him forevermore. We give thanks unto thee 
for thy great grace and many gifts bestowed 
on those who have thus gone before us in the 
way of salvation, and by whom we are now 
compassed about in our Christian course, as a 
cloud of witnesses looking down upon us from 
the heavenly world. Enable us to follow their 
faith, that we may enter at death into their 
joy, and so abide with them in rest and peace, 
till both they and we shall reach our common 
consummation of redemption and bliss in the 
glorious resurrection of the last day. Amen. 


Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this 
time with one accord to make our common 
supplications unto thee, and dost promise 
through thy beloved Son that where two or 
three agree, thou wilt grant their requests; 
fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of 
thy servants, as may be most suitable for them; 
granting us in this world knowledge of thy 
truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 
Amen. 


OFFERING 


The offerings of the people shall be received 
and may be brought to the table with the bread 
and wine. A doxology may be sung. As the 
offerings of the people are gathered, there may 
be an anthem or appropriate music. 
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Response 


Response 


If the Lord's Supper is not to be celebrated, 
the service following the offering shall be 
concluded with a prayer of thanksgiving, the 
Lord's Prayer, a hymn, the commission, and 
the blessing. 


INVITATION 
The people standing ; the minister shall say: 


Luke the Evangelist records that on the 
evening of the first day of the week, the same 
day on which our Lord rose from the dead, 
when he was at table with two of the disciples, 
he took bread and blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them, and their eyes were opened, 
and they knew him. 

Beloved, this is the joyful feast of the people of 
God. Come from the East and the West, 

and from the North and the South, and gather 
about the table of the Lord. 

Behold how good and pleasant it is when 
brothers dwell in unity. 


The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. 
Amen. 


. THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 


Response 


Response 


Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 


Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 


We give thanks unto thee, O holy Lord, Father 
Almighty, everlasting God, for the universe 
which thou hast created, for the heavens and 
the earth, and for every living thing. We thank 
thee that thou hast formed us in thine own 
image and made us for thyself. We bless thee 
that when we rebelled against thee, thou didst 
not forsake us, but delivered us from bondage, 
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All 


and revealed thy righteous will and steadfast 
love by the law and the prophets. 


Above all, we thank thee for the gift of thy 
Son, the Redeemer of all men, who was born 
of Mary, lived on earth in obedience to thee, 
died on the cross for our sins, and rose from 
the dead in victory; who rules over us, Lord 
above all, prays for us continually, and will 
come again in triumph. 


We thank thee for thy Holy Spirit and for thy 
holy church, for the means of grace and for 

the promise of eternal life. With partriarchs and 
prophets, apostles and martyrs, with thy church 
on earth and with all the company of heaven, 
we magnify and praise thee, we worship and 
adore thee, O Lord Most Holy: 


Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts; 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory; 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed be he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 


Holy, Holy, Holy, 

Lord God of Sabaoth; 
Heaven and earth are full 
Of the majesty of thy glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he that cometh 
In the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 


We thank thee that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took bread, and, when 
he had given thanks, broke it and said, ‘Take, 
eat, this is my body which is for you’; and that 
he also took the cup, saying, ‘Drink of it, all of 
you; this is the new covenant in my blood. 

Do this in remembrance of me.’ 


Obeying the commandment of our Lord Jesus 
Christ we, thy people, offer thee this bread 


159 


and this cup, recalling his incarnate life, his 
atoning death, his resurrection and ascension 
until he come. 

Bless and sanctify by thy Holy Spirit both us 
and these thy gifts of bread and wine that in 
this holy communion of the body and blood of 
Christ we may be made one with him and he 
with us, and that we may remain faithful 
members of his body until we feast with him 
in thy heavenly kingdom. 


Here we offer ourselves in obedience to thee, 
through the perfect offering of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, giving thee thanks that thou hast called 
us to be a royal priesthood, a holy nation, thine 
own people; and to thee, O Father, as to the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, be ascribed blessing 
and honor and glory and power forever and 
ever. Amen. 


THE BREAKING Or THE BREAD 


The minister shall take the bread in his hands 
and break it, saying: 


The bread which we break is the communion of 
the body of Christ. 


THE POURING OF THE WINE 
The minister shall pour the wine, saying: 


The cup of blessing which we bless is the 
communion of the blood of Christ. 


. Then shall the minister asy: 

Come, for all things are now ready. 

THE COMMUNION 

In giving the bread, the minister shall say: 


Take and eat; this 1s the body of Christ, 
which is broken for you. 


And in giving the cup: 


This cup is the new covenant in the blood of 
Christ. Drink of it, all of you. 
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When table communion is used the following 
words of dismissal may be said: 


The Lord Jesus Christ keep and preserve you 
to everlasting life. Amen. 


Depart in peace. 


Then shall the minister say: 


Let us give thanks. 


Almighty and eternal God, who has fed us with 
the Holy Communion of the body and blood 
of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we thank 
thee for this gift, by which thou dost assure us 
that we are members of the mystical body of 
thy Son and heirs through hope of thine ever- 
lasting kingdom. So assist us by thy Holy Spirit 
that we may grow daily in knowledge of thy 
truth, and in faithfulness to thy will, abiding 

in that fellowship in which all thy saints have 
part; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom 
with thee and the Holy Spirit be all honor and 
glory, world without end. Amen. 


After the singing of a hymn or the Nunc 
Dimittis, the minister shall say: 


COMMISSION 


Go forth into the world in peace; be of good 
courage; hold fast to that which is good; render 
to no man evil for evil; strengthen the 
fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all men; love and serve the 
Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 


BLESSING 


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all. Amen. 


The peace of God which passes all 
understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
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the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, remain with you always. Amen. 


Service of Word and Sacrament I, 
copyright 1966, United Church Press. 
Used by permission. 
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Service of Word and Sacrament II 


The minister shall say: 


Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth; 
serve the Lord with gladness. Come before him, 
singing for joy. 


A hymn of adoration shall be sung, the people 
standing. 


The minister shall say: 


Christ is with us! 
He is with us indeed! 
In joy and contrition we come before God. 


Let us confess our sins. 


Gracious God, Creator and Father, we come 
before you a rebellious people. We have denied 
your intentions for us; we have preferred our 
way to Christ’s way; we have disobeyed your 
commandments; and we have worshiped 
ourselves and the things we have made. 
Forgive us, restore in us the knowledge of 

who we are, and make us alive to serve you in 
faith, obedience, and joy; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


The minister shall say: 


Hear the promises of God: ‘Ask, and it will 

be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you.’ ‘If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive 

our sins.’ 
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The minister may say: 


I announce, therefore, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, that we are forgiven. Amen. 


The minister shall say: 
Praise the Lord. 
Response The Lord be praised. 


The Gloria Patri or a hymn of praise shall 
be sung. 


The people shall be seated and a lesson from the 
Old Testament and a lesson, or lessons, from 
the New Testament shall be read. Before each 
lesson, the reader may say: 


Hear the word of God in the... 


After each lesson, the reader may say: 
Here ends the reading (or Epistle, or Gospel). 
The sermon shall be preached. 


After the sermon, the minister shall say: 


Let us say what we believe. 


Or: Let us say again what we have promised God 
and one another. 


The Statement of Faith, a historic creed, or a 
church covenant shall be said, the people 
standing. 


A hymn or anthem may be sung. 
Intercessions 


The minister shall say: 
The Lord be with you. 


Response And with you also. 
Let us pray. 


Father, whose Son, Jesus Christ, taught us to 
pray for all men, let our prayers for others be 
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honest, asking for them those things which they 
need and which you desire for them. Amen. 


The minister, or the congregation in unison, may 
offer any or all of the following prayers, or other 
prayers. 


Let us pray for the world: 


Silent prayer. 


Lord of all worlds and lover of all men, we 
pray for the peoples and nations, the orders and 
societies of this world. Convert all destructive 
forces, crush every tyranny, condemn each 
injustice, and reconcile to your will all 
conflicting interests, that in freedom every man 
may enjoy the good world you have made, and 
know his humanity in its fullness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for our nation and those who 
govern it: 


Silent prayer. 


Mighty God, whose governing hand is upon all 
the world, we ask your mercy upon this nation, 
that your ruling power may be recognized and 
obeyed. Grant to the President of the United 
States, and the Governor of the state, and to all 
in public authority, the humility to see 
themselves as your servants, that they may act 
responsibly toward their own people and the 
world's peoples, and that we may follow their 
leadership with confidence; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for the church: 


Silent prayer. 


O God, who called a people to serve men in 
their need, and to show your love, recall your 
church from serving itself, and compel it to take 
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the risks by which men are reconciled to you 
and to one another; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Let us pray for those in need: 
Silent prayer. 


Holy God, bearer of the world's pain, 
compassionate to those who suffer, whether at 
their own hand or at the hands of others, we 
commit to you all persons in need and offer 
ourselves to serve them, that they may know an 
end to all needless pain and new meaning for 
the suffering that must be borne, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Prayer of Thanksgiving (used when the Lord's 
Supper is not to be celebrated). 


Let us give thanks. 


O God, we are made glad by the good news of 
your love for us and for all men. We thank you 
for creating us and giving us all that 1s 
necessary for life. We thank you for your action 
in Christ by which our lives are measured, 
found wanting, and renewed. Help us to 
remember your gifts, that we may praise you 
with lives of joy and service, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Our Father in heaven, your name be honored. 
Your kingdom come and your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us today the food 
we need; and forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who have wronged us. Keep us clear of 
temptation, and save us from evil. For the 
kingdom and power and glory are yours 
forever. Amen. 


The offerings of the people shall be received and 
may be brought to the Lord's table with the 
bread and wine. 


4 doxology may be sung. 
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Response 


Response 


If the Lord's Supper is not celebrated, the service 
will conclude with a prayer of dedication, a hymn, 
and the blessing. 


When the Lord's Supper is celebrated, the 
minister, after the Lord's Prayer and before the 
offering, may say: 

We shall bring to the Lord's table with our 
offerings the bread and wine for the Lord's 
Supper. We invite to this table all who are 
members of a Christian church, who desire 
peace with their neighbor, and who seek the 
mercy of God. 


The people standing, the minister shall say: 


Luke the Evangelist wrote of our risen Lord, 
that when he was at table with two of the 
disciples, he took bread and blessed and broke 
it, and gave it to them, and their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him. 


In company with all believers in every time and 
beyond time, we come to this table to know him 
in the breaking of the bread. 


For the Lord Jesus, on the night he was 
betrayed, took bread, and, when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body 
which is broken for you. Do this in remem- 
brance of me.’ In the same way also he took 
the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 


Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 
It is good that we do. 


We give you thanks, Lord God, Creator and 
Father, for bringing the worlds into being, for 
forming man in your likeness, for recalling us 
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when we rebel against you, and for keeping the 
world in your steadfast love. We praise you 
especially for Jesus Christ; who was born of 
Mary and lived as one of us; who knew exactly 
the life we know, and yet was obedient to your 
purposes, even to his death on a cross. We 
thank you that you stamped his death with 
victory by raising him in power and by making 
him head over all things. We rejoice in the 
continuing presence of the Holy Spirit; in the 
church you have gathered; in its task of 
obedience; and in the promise of eternal life. 
With the faithful in every place and time, we 
praise with joy your holy name. 


Holy, Holy, Holy, 

God of love and majesty; 

The whole universe speaks of your glory, 
O God, Most High. 


Therefore bless now, by your Word and Spirit, 
both us and these gifts of bread and wine, that 
in receiving them at this table, and in offering 
here our faith and praise, we may be united 
with Christ and one another, and remain 
faithful to the tasks he sets before us. 


In the strength Christ gives we offer ourselves 
to you, giving thanks that you have called us to 
serve you. Amen. 


Then the minister shall take the bread in his 
hands and say: 


Through the broken bread 
(here the minister shall break the bread) 


we participate in the body of Christ. 


Then the minister shall take the cup in his hands 
and say: 


Through the cup of blessing we participate in 
the new life Christ gives. 
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Then the minister shall say: 

Come, for all things are ready. 

The people shall be seated. 

In giving the bread, the minister shall say: 
Eat this, for it 15 the body of Christ, broken 
for you. 

And, in giving the cup: 

Drink this, for it 1s the blood of Christ, shed 
for you. 

Then the minister shall say: 

Let us give thanks. 

The people shall stand and give thanks. 


We give thanks, almighty God, that you have 
refreshed us at your table by granting us the 
presence of your Son, Jesus Christ. Strengthen 
our faith, increase our love for one another, and 
send us forth into the world in courage and 
peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


A hymn shall be sung. 


The minister shall say: 


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all. Amen. 


Service of Word and Sacrament II, 
copyright 1966, United Church Press. 
Used by permission. 
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AN ORDER FOR THE CELEBRATION OF 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 


In 1963, Professor Keith Watkins, of The Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), published in Encounter, 

Vol. 24, No. 3, pp. 303-313, a plea for the recovery of the 
Eucharist as the norm for Sunday worship among 
Protestants, together with a rationale of the form the 
worship might take. The second part of the article was a 
Eucharistic liturgy. The same number contained a variety 
of comments on Professor Watkins' article and the liturgy 
appended to it. 
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An Order for the Celebration of 
the Great Thanksgiving 


All Christian people who are eligible to receive 
communion in their own church families are 
invited to partake of this sacrament. 


THE PRELUDE 
The people in devout meditation. 


HYMN OF PRAISE 
The people standing. 


CALL TO PRAYER 


Then shall the minister say the call to prayer in 
words of Scripture such as, 

Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? 

And who shall stand in his holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
who does not lift up his soul to what is false, 
and does not swear deceitfully. 


THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
The minister and people together. 


Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Maker of all things, Judge of all men; we 
acknowledge and confess our manifold sins, 
which we have committed by thought, word, 
and deed, against thy divine Majesty. We do 
earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these 
our misdoings. Have mercy upon us, most 
merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and 
grant that we may hereafter serve and please 
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thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory 
of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


WORDS OF ASSURANCE 


Here shall the minister read suitable words of 
Scripture such as, 


For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 


Here may be sung the ‘Gloria Patri,’ or another 
hymn, or an anthem. 


THE LESSON FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE 


Here shall the minister read a lesson from the 
Old Testament or the Epistle for the day. 


THE GRADUAL 


Here may be sung a hymn or anthem; or the. 
people may say, 


Thanks be to thee, O God. 
THE GOSPEL 


Then, all the people standing, the minister shall 
read the Gospel, first saying, 


Hear the Gospel according to Saint...... 
Here the people shall say, 

Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

And after the Gospel the people shall say, 
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 


Here, or following the sermon, may be said the 
Apostles’ Creed or another Christian affirmation 
of faith, the people standing. 


1 believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 
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Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into Hell; the third day he rose 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to Judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 


THE HYMN 
THE SERMON 


A HYMN OF CONSECRATION AND INVITATION 
may here be sung. 


Announcements may here be made, followed by 
biddings for special prayers; or the minister in 
words of his own choosing may offer, 


THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
AN INVITATION TO THE COMMUNION 


The minister may here extend an invitation to 
communion in words such as, 


Let us with humility and thanksgiving come to 
this Communion. Our Lord Jesus Christ has 

set the table. He who loved us and gave himself 
up for us invites us to partake, hence the Lord’s 
Supper cannot be the special possession of any 
person or group. If with all our heart we love 
the Lord and desire to do this, as he said 

‘In remembrance of me,’ then it is our gracious 
privilege to share in this communion with him. 
Let us examine our hearts and prepare our 
minds that we may truly feed on living bread. 


A COMMUNION HYMN 
may here be sung. 
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THE OFFERING AND PRESENTATION 


Then shall the minister read suitable sentences 
from Scripture, after which the offering shall be 
received from the people. When the offering is 
presented, the people shall stand and appropriate 
words of dedication such as the Doxology shall 
be said or sung. 


SURSUM CORDA 


Then shall the minister say, 


Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 


Holy art thou, eternal Father; holy in thy 
redeeming Son; holy in thy life-giving Spirit. 
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify 
thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, 

and saying, 


Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven 
and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to 
thee, O Lord most high. Amen. 


Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 


Or, he may read suitable sentences from 
Scripture such as, 


Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and might and 
honor and glory and blessing. 


THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Then shall the elder or minister offer the 
communion prayer (or prayers) in words such as, 


Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God, 
we lift up our hearts and praise thee for all thy 
THelcles eae 


We bless thee that through Jesus Christ our 
Lord thou, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
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didst make us in thine own image; and that, 
when we had fallen away from thee through sin, 
thou of thine infinite mercy and love didst send 
thy Son to be our Savior. We thank thee that 
we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our sins; that by him we have 
access to the throne of thy majesty on high, 
and are made thy children by adoption and 
grace; and that we are called this day to eat 
and to drink at his table. 


For these, and all thy mercies, we laud and 
magnify thy holy name; and with thy whole 
church in heaven and on earth, we praise and 
adore thee. 


O God our Father, grant unto us, we humbly 
beseech thee, thy glorious presence, and the 
powerful working of thy Spirit in us; and so 
sanctify these elements of bread and wine, and 
bless thine own ordinance, that we may receive 
by faith the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 
crucified for us, and so feed upon him, that he 
may be one with us, and we with him. 


Most Gracious God, accept our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, and receive the offering 
and consecration which we now make of 
ourselves, our souls and bodies, unto thee; 
through Jesus our Lord, by whom and with 
whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor 
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, 
world without end. Amen. 


THE 10805 PRAYER 
The Minister and people together. 


Our Father who art in heaven; hallowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
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temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 


Then shall the minister say, 


According to the holy institution and command 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, we do this: who on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread 
(here the minister shall take the bread into his 
hands), and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and gave it to the disciples (here he 
shall break the bread) and said, “Take, eat; 

this is my body which is broken for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.’ 


In like manner shall he raise the cup in his hands, 
saying, | 

In the same way he also took the cup, saying, 
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 


Do this, as often as you drink it, in remem- 
brance of me.’ 


Silence shall be kept for a time. 


The minister, having received the Communion 
with those assisting him, shall invite the people, 


Brethren, this is the joyful and holy feast of the 
people of God. 


THE DISTRIBUTION AND RECEIVING OF BREAD 
AND WINE 


When all have been served, a brief prayer of 
thanksgiving may be offered; or suitable words of 
Scripture may be read. 


A HYMN 
may here be sung. 


THE BENEDICTION 
THE POSTLUDE 


When the participation is a simultaneous one, 
let the bread be distributed to the congregation 
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following the manual act of breaking bread. 

Each person shall hold a piece of bread until all 
have been served, at which time the minister shall 
invite them to partake with words such as, 


Jesus said, ‘This is my body; Take, eat.’ 


Then shall the minister complete the words of 
institution of the Lord's Supper and the cups be 
distributed to the congregation. The invitation to 
partake shall be in words such as, 


Jesus said, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.' 


From The Breaking of Bread by Keith Watkins. 
Published by the Bethany Press. Used by 
permission. 


179 


ME uada 8 tit; 
Bai yv ۱ n 
) WESTE PET ti 


^ V 
MIN AS 


Wn 





THE EUCHARISTIC LITURGY 


As prepared by the People of St. Mark's-in-the-Bowery, 
New York, for use on special Ecumenical Occasions. 

This liturgy received fairly wide publicity, at least 
outside the United States, when it appeared in the English 
periodical New Christian. It was accompanied by an 
article explaining its origin and giving a number of 
comments on it. Bishop John Robinson, the author of the 
article, subsequently had it published in the collection of 
popular pieces entitled But that I can’t believe. 
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The Eucharistic Liturgy as prepared by the 
People of St. Mark’s-in-the-Bowery, New York, 
for use on Special Ecumenical Occasions 


THE PREPARATION 


President We are here. 
Assembly In the Name of Jesus Christ. 


President We are here because we are men—but we deny 
and our humanity. We are stubborn fools and liars 
Assembly to ourselves. We do not love others. We war 
against life. We hurt each other. We are sorry 
for it and know we are sick from it. We seek 
new life. 


President Giver of life, heal us and free us to be men. 


President Holy Spirit, speak to us. Help us to listen, for 
and we are very deaf. Come, fill this moment. 
Assembly 
Silence for a time. 


THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT 
PSALM said responsively 


EPISTLE 


read from the same place and in like manner to 
Old Testament lesson 


HYMN 


GOSPEL 


read in the midst of the assembly, all the people 
facing the reader 


SERMON 
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President 


President 


Deacon 


President 


INTERCESSIONS 


the deacon shall bid the prayers and intercessions 
of the assembly. He may lead them in a litany or 
with free prayers. 


THE OFFERTORY 


The president shall begin the offertory with the 
following words: 


‘If you are offering your gift at the altar, and 
there remember that your brother has something 
against you leave your gift at the altar and go; 
first be reconciled to your brother, and then 
come and offer your gift (Matt 5:23) 


After which he will turn to the deacon first and 
then the reader saying: 


Peace, my friend 
and the deacon will answer: 
Péace 


Then the deacon and the reader will give the 
‘Peace’ to representatives of the congregation 
gathered before the altar table, and they in turn 
will pass it to all the people, while others will 
collect the alms. 


Then the president shall read the following words: 


I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that you may prove 
what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:1-2) 


Then shall be sung a hymn, during which time, 
representatives of the people will bring the 
money along with bread, water, and wine, and 
place them on the holy table. The deacon shall 
prepare the bread and wine. 
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President 
Assembly 
President 


Assembly 


President 


Assembly 


President 


Assembly 


President 


Assembly 


President 


THE AcT Or THANKSGIVING 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks for God's glory. 


We give thanks; we rejoice in the glory of all 
creation. 


All glory be to you, O Father, who sent your 
only son into the world to be a man, born of a 
woman's womb, to die for us on a cross that 
was made by us. 


He came for us. Help us to accept his coming. 


He walked among us, a man, on our earth, in 
our world of conflict, and commanded us to 
remember his death, his death which gives us 
life; and to wait for him until he comes again 
in glory. 


We remember his death; we live by his presence; 
we wait for his coming. 


On the night he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus 
took bread (here he should lift up the bread in 
thanksgiving), he gave thanks; he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take, eat; this 
is my body. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 


(and here the wine) 


He also took the cup; he gave thanks; and gave 
it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this 
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many for the forgiveness of sins.’ 


Come, Lord Jesus, come. 


Therefore, remembering his death, believing in 
his rising from the grave, longing to recognize 
his presence; now, in this place, we obey his 
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command ; we offer bread and wine, we offer 
ourselves, to be used. 


Assembly Everything is yours, O Lord; we return the gift 
which first you gave us. 


President Here he may extend his hands over the bread 
and wine 


Accept it, Father. Send down the spirit of life 
and power, glory and love, upon these people, 
upon this bread and wine, that to us they may 
be his body and his blood. 


Assembly Come, risen Lord, live in us that we may live 
in you. 


President Now with all men who ever were, are, and 
will be, with all creation in all time, with joy 
we sing. 


President Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty, all 
and space and all time show forth your glory now 
Assembly and always. Amen. 


President And now, in his words, we are bold to say: 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 


Then shall the president break the bread before 
the assembly, saying: 


President The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Assembly Amen. 


'THE COMMUNION 


Then shall the president and other ministers 
receive Holy Communion into their hands, and 
then distribute the bread and wine to all present. 


for the bread shall be said: 

The Body of Christ. 
Response Amen. 

for the wine shall be said: 

The Blood of Christ. 


Response Amen. 
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When all have communicated, the president and 
other ministers shall gather the fragments and 
consume them. During this time the assembly 
may sing a hymn. 


THE DISMISSAL 


President Go. 
Serve the Lord. 
You are free. 


Assembly Amen. 


Liturgy as prepared by the People of St. Mark’s 
Church in-the-Bowery. Reproduced by 
permission. 
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AN URBAN LITURGY OF IDENTITY 


In Vol. 16 (1966) of Cross Currents, pp. 385-393, William 
Birmingham, one of the editorial staff, published the 
following liturgy as an attempt at an answer to the many 
problems raised for Christian worship by an impersonal 
urbanized society. 
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ላክ Urban Liturgy of Identity 


Priest 
All 
Priest 
All 
Priest 
All 
Priest 
All 


Priest 


Reader 1 


Reader 2 


What is the name of God? 

Iam Who am. 

What is the name of God? 

I am Yahweh and there is no other. 
What is the name of God? 

I exist. 

What is the name of God? 

Iam He Who blots out transgressions. 


His people shall know His name. 
They shall know that He 
is He who speaks. 


Four different persons read the four strophes of 
the hymn with which John begins. 


When all things began 

The Word already was. 
The Word dwelt with God, 
and what God was, 

the Word was. 


The Word ... was with God 

at the beginning, 

and through him all things 

came to be; 

no single thing was created without him. 
All that came to be 

was alive with his life, 

and that life was the light of men. 
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Reader 3 


Reader 4 


Priest 


All 


Priest 


All 


Priest 


All 


The light shines on in the dark, 
and the darkness has never quenched it.! 


He was in the world, 

and the world was made by him, 

yet the world did not recognize him. 

To his own he came; 

yet his own people did not accept him. 
But all those who did accept him, 

he empowered to become God’s children. 


And the Word became flesh, 

and made his dwelling among us 

and we have seen his glory, 

the glory of an only son coming from the Father, 
filled with enduring love.... 

And of his fullness 

we have all had a share— 

love in place of love.? 


Silence 


Jesus spoke for us the word of our prayer. 
The word he gave was the Our Father. 
Let us speak that word: 


Our Father ... 


The participants join hands during the Lord's 
Prayer 


Thy will be done on earth as in heaven. 
That will needs to be done today. 


A reader reads the lead paragraph from each of 
several of the day's news reports. All respond 
after each news item 


Thy will be done 
On earth as in heaven. 


Silence 


Since we do not search your will, 


forgive us, O Lord. 
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Priest Since we are willful, 
All forgive us, O Lord. 

Priest Since we do not wish, 
All forgive us, O Lord. 

Priest When we fail to hate or love, 
All forgive us, O Lord. 

Priest When we choose hate over love, 
All forgive us, O Lord. 

Priest When we are so sure, we cannot doubt, 
All forgive us, O Lord. 

Priest When we are so doubtful, we cannot act, 
All forgive us, O Lord. 

Priest For being too involved, 
All forgive us, O Lord. 

Priest For remaining uncommitted, 
All forgive us, O Lord. 

Priest For forgiving our own wrongs, 
All forgive us, O Lord. 

Priest For not forgiving those of others, 
All forgive us, O Lord. 

Priest For those we have excluded, 
All forgive us, O Lord. 

Priest For not caring about our world, 
All forgive us, O Lord. 

Priest For caring about our world, 
All forgive us, O Lord. 


Priest For what is in our hearts... 


193 


Silence 
For what is not in our hearts... 
Silence 


For our sins against each other... 
Silence 
For our sins against all others... 
Silence 
All Forgive us, O Lord. 
Priest Forgive us, O Lord. 
Silence 


Priest God is ‘I exist.’ God is ‘I blot out sins.’ 
Jesus is his Word. 
We are those who do and do not do his will. 
Yet we are gathered as his people. 
Let us turn again to the Word, 
the Word whom Jesus is. 


The readings that follow are spoken around the 
circle—each person in turn. 


Priest Jesus is the source—the vine of which we are 
the branches. 


Reader 1 lam the real vine, 
and my Father is the gardener. 
Every barren branch of mine, 
He cuts away; 
and every fruiting branch he cleans, 
to make it more fruitful still.... 
I am the vine, 
and you the branches. 
He who dwells in me, 
as I dwell in him, 
bears much fruit; 
For apart from me, you can do nothing... 
You did not choose me: 
I chose you. 
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Priest 


Reader 2 


Priest 


Reader 3 


I appointed you to go on and bear fruit, 
fruit that shall last; 

so that the Father may give you all 

that you ask in my name. 

This is my commandment to you: love one 
another.! 


Silence 
Jesus is the way, our truth and life. 


Set your troubled hearts at rest. 

Trust in God always; trust also in me. 

There are many dwelling-places in my Father's 
house; 

if it were not so, I should have told you; 

for I am going there . . . to prepare a place 
for you. 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, 

I shall come again and receive you to myself, 
so that where I am you may be also; 

and my way there is known to you. 

Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you 
are going, 

how can we know the way?' 

Jesus replied, '1 am the way; I am the truth; 
and I am life. 

No one comes to the Father except by me.'! 


Silence 


Jesus is the entrance, our gateway to the Father. 


In truth, in very truth I tell you, 

I am the door of the sheepfold . . . 

I am the door; 

anyone who comes into the fold through me 
shall be safe. 

He shall go in and out and shall find pasturage.! 


Silence 
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Priest 


Reader 4 


Priest 


Reader 5 


Priest 


Reader 6 | 


Priest 


Reader 7 


Jesus is the leader, the one shepherd. 


I am the good shepherd; 

I know my own sheep and my sheep know me— 
as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father— 

and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

But there are other sheep of mine, 

not belonging to this fold, 

whom I must bring in; and they too will listen 
to my voice. 

There will then be one flock, one shepherd.! 


Silence 
Jesus is our light on the way. 


I am the light of the world. 

No follower of mine 

shall wander in the dark; 

he shall have the light ۰ 
While I am in the world, 

I am the light of the world.! 


Silence 
Jesus is resurrection and life. 


I am the resurrection 

and I am life. 

If a man has faith in me, 

even though he die, 

he shall come to life; 

and no one who is alive and has faith 
shall ever die.! 


Silence 


Jesus is the bread of man because he 15 the son 
of the Father. 


I myself am the bread of life. 

No one who comes to me shall ever be hungry, 
and no one who believes in me shall ever again 
bert hirstvo oes 
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Priest 


Reader 8 


Priest 


Reader 9 


Whatever the Father gives me will come to me; 
and anyone who comes to me I will never drive 
out, 

because it is not to do my own will 

that I have come down from heaven, 

but to do the will of Him who sent me.... 
No one can come to me 

unless the Father who sent me draws him. 

And 1 shall raise him up on the last day.... 

I am the bread of life. 

Your ancestors ate manna in the desert, but 
they died. 

This is the bread that comes down from heaven, 
that a man may eat it and never die.2 


Silence 
The bread of life is the Eucharist. 


I myself am the living bread 

that came down from heaven. 

If anyone eats this bread, 

he will live forever. 

And the bread that I shall give 

is my own flesh for the life of the world.? 


Silence 


We are to eat the bread of his flesh and to 
drink the wine of his blood. 


Let me firmly assure you, 

if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, 

you have no life in you. 

He who feeds on my flesh 

and drinks my blood 

has eternal life. 

And I shall raise him up on the last day. 
For my flesh is real food, 

and my blood, real drink. 

The man who feeds on my flesh 

and drinks my blood 

remains in me and I in him. 
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Priest 


Priest 


Priest 


Just as the Father who has life sent me 

and I have life because of the Father, 

so the man who feeds on me 

will have life because of me. 

This is the bread that came down from heaven. 
Unlike those ancestors who ate and yet died, 
the man who feeds on this bread will live 
forever.2 


Silence 


Let us take now the bread for his flesh, in order 
to complete this sacrificial action in his memory. 


The loaf of bread is passed around with a dish. 
Each person breaks off a small piece and places 
it in the dish. The dish of pieces is returned to 
the priest for consecration. 


Let us take now the wine for his blood, in 
order to complete this sacrificial action in his 
memory. 


The pitcher of wine and the communion cup are 
passed around, each person pouring some of the 
wine. These, too, are returned. 


Holding up the dish of bread to be consecrated: 
Take this and eat: this is my body. 


Holding up the cup: Drink from it, all of you. 
For this is my blood, the blood of the covenant, 
shed for many for the forgiveness of sins.! 


The dish of consecrated bread is now passed from 
hand to hand. As the bread is passed the person 
giving it says to the one who takes it, *Name, the 
Body of Christ. Each of those communicating 
takes a piece. When all have been served, all will 
eat it simultaneously. 


Now the cup is passed from hand to hand, each 
person drinking approximately the amount he has 
poured. As the cup is passed, ‘Name, the Blood 
of Christ." is said. 
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The priest cleanses the dish and the cup; then all 
join in a community of silence. 


Priest We have shared the body and blood of Christ's 
resurrection. 


Reader 4 After breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter: 
‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than 
all else?’ 


Reader B ‘Yes, Lord,’ he answered, ‘you know that I love 
you.' 


Reader A “Then feed my lambs,’ he said. 


Reader B A second time he asked: ‘Simon son of John, 
do you love me?’ 


Reader A ‘Yes, Lord, you know I love you.’ 
Reader B “Then tend my sheep.’ 


Reader A A third time he said: ‘Simon son of John, do 
youdoyenmie/ an 


Reader B ‘Lord, you know everything; you know I love 
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you. 
Reader A Jesus said: ‘Feed my sheep.'! 


The ceremony concludes with the kiss of peace 
and may be followed by a conversational agape, 
in which the remaining unconsecrated bread and 
wine are shared. 


Copyright, William Birmingham. Used by 
permission. 


1From The New English Bible New Testament, 
copyright the Delegates of the Oxford University Press 
and the Syndics of the Cambridge University Press, 
1961. Reproduced by permission. 


2Copyright 1966 by Doubleday and Company, Inc. 
From The Gospel According to John I-XII (The Anchor 
Bible) translated with an introduction and notes by 
Raymond E. Brown. By permission of the publisher. 
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